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"HE greater part of he following 


Letters Was CC ö mmunicated to me | 
for whom Rousveau had. ro 
veneration.. 
De Cal erceived from =” "= 
style of the letters themselves. G 
[ e to name her,“ the. 15 
18 Thane f n person, w. which the French 1 
.editor has suppressed, is stated in the Paris:jour- pe 
nals to be Madame (formerly la Marquise] D' Hou- 5 
detut; which the translator has accordingly sup- 
plied in its proper e 
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friends of virtue and philosophy, and 
the small number of privileged beings 
who know how to blend sensibility with 
reason, would press eagerly forward to 
confirm the judgment of the eloquent 
. They long regarded 
each other with reciprocal esteem: and, 
if their intercourse terminated before 
the death of Rousseau, the change re- 
sulted from that extreme susceptible- 
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5 ness, which, during the last years of his 


life, corrupted # and. disfigured. the mild 
sensibility which he had received from 


5 1 | 
natur Lo Fo b 4 2 1 
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Tue other letters in this collection 
were transmitted to me by the family 
of the virtuous Malesherbes, and by ei- 
| tizen Camus. The e are to be 
deen 


vit 


seen in we FI of: che Legiltiv 
1 lied aid in galt ls 78 
of eng, this Paints might dts | 
mibute to display the character of that 
man, in whom were blended so much 
wisdom and feeling, and whose errors 
and even faults, were those only of 
his destiny. When nature formed 
Rousseau, said the person to whom he 
addressed part of the letters in this 
collection, Reason kneaded the paste, 
and Folly threw i in her leaven. 


At the Ma of this volume, I 
have placed a fac-simile of one of 
Rousseaus letters, engraved from the 
original, for those who. still shed 
a tear on reading the last pages off 
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: 1 3 3 | MONTMORENCY, D DEC. 23, 9 5 
HERE was a time, sir, when you hor 
noured me with your esteem, and when 


* 
* * 


1 did not think myself unworthy of it. 


though your patience and your kindness 
wards me are inexhaustible, yet, without 
most ridiculous blindness, I can no longer at- 


tribute . them to the same cause. For more 
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than six weeks my l and my letters, 
have been only a tissue of iniquity, folly, and 


impertinence. I have brought your name, 
and that of Madame ld Mareschale, into 


question in the most culpable manner. You 


have borne every thing, and done every thing, 
to calm my delirium; and this excess of in- 
dulgence, which might have prolonged it, has, 
in fact, been the very cause of its removal. 


1 turn my eyes upon myself with horror, and 


consider myself fully as contemptible a being 


as L have become. Become ! No! the man who 
sed the heart which I 


: has, for fifty years. \OSSCS 
feel reviving in my breast, is far from being 


capable of. forgetting himself to the degree l 
have lately done. It is not usual to ask par- 


don, at my time of life, because it can no 
longer be deserved. But, Mr, + take no in- 


terest in the man who has usurped and dis- 
honoured my name. I abandon him to your | 


just indignation; but he is. dead never more 
= revive. 'Deign to re-admi to your esteem 

the man who ow writes to you. 
Nes without it, and he will never deserve to 
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e cannot | 


lose 
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lose it. His pledge for this is not his reason, c 


but his situation, which will henceforth put 


him beyond the influence of the violent my 
sions. 


teaze you about Duchenes' affair, and though 
1 am still less excusable in regard to him, I 
cannot avoid saying, that if it were true that 


he had proposed to send me the clean sheets, 


volume by volume only, all my alarms, and 


the noise which I made about them, would 
then be not only the acts of a madman but g 


of a complete knave. 


I must also done te to you, ar, Hig i dare 


not write to Madame la Mareschale. Being 


ignorant of the degree of her displeasure, 1 


know not 1 to aac rare respect to 
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nolrigxs, or. 26 1762. 


"PERMIT, sir, a man, who has been SO. 
often honoured by. your fayours, but who 
never asked any that were not just and rea- 
sonable, to request one more from you. Last | 
winter I wrote to you four letters in suc- 
cession, upon my temper and the state of 
my mind, which I then hoped would con- 
tinue to enjoy an uninterrupted calm. lam 
extremely*desirous to have a copy of those 
four letters, and I conceive that the senti- s 
ment that dictated them is deserving of this 
camplaisance on your part. I therefore take 
the liberty of requesting a copy; or, if you 
Should prefer Sending the. originals, I will de- 
tain them no longer than may be necessary 
for transcribing them, and, if you desire it, 
T will return them in a few days. I shall 
feel this favour so much the More, Sir, as 

it will assure me that my eee have 
* . 8 | % 


that Pan Fu Wy | < 


by his destiny. n 1 Cakes 5 
Accept, sir, the assurance of my profound 15 
respect. 11 


My address is at 1 . ante 
de Neufchatel. par Pontarlier; and letters; 
ked, must be paid for as far as Pon- 


sf; 


N. MA LESHERBES TO 1 1. ROUSSEAV. | ; 


bu: | NALE$SHERBES, Jan. 4 „ 1792. 3 

12 HAVE E long, sir, owed an answer to the 

: letter which you wrote to me on the 19th of 

December, acco mpanying a | JR bony ifu 

| Calloction „ 1 
I have delayed that answer till now. 4 * 8 

cause I wished to subjoin, agreeably to your - 

desire, a note of the plants which I am most 
in want of for my herb- garden. But this is 

a more tedious and difficult OY 19957 1 

5 dene it to. be. e 


5 7 | 


7 EN”; 


Fe. 

* Oe 
wks of 175 
7 
PR 


2 
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Tour names are those of Linnæus. But 
my herbal is prineipally arranged according 
to those of Tournefort and Vaillant, which 
were the only ones known * BY com- 
wenced herbalist. | et 
This comparison of names is a wat of 
r. I expected that it would have been 
Spared me by M. d'Alibard, who has given an 
enumeration of the plants in the environs of 
Paris, according to the sysem and language 
of Linnæus. But it appears, that, since the 
time when M. d'Alibard's book was published, 
M. Linnæus has altered many of his terms, 
Besides, i in his synonymous phrases, he avoids, 
as much as possible, mentioning those of 
Tournefort. Hence arises my difficulty ; and 
what has still farther prolonged my labour, 
is, that notwithstanding the arrangements 
which 1 had confidently made for passing the 
winter in solitue g 5 
great deal of company here, and, conse- 
quently, ents had ery” little time at _ own 
» disposal. 1 eee 6 
9 ta i theſe - obstaces, 40 ex- 
J | pect 


pect that I shall be able to send y, my 
list, in a few days. At present 1 shall 
proceed + 10 answer " the: wang parts of you 
letter. e „ | 
See you are inclified;4 sir, to employ some 
e moments in forming 8 for 
various persons, instead of one plant, it will 
be necessary for you to preserve six of ever 
species; and, even then, it will be impossible 
to yield to the fancies of every one. - There - 
would be no end to those fancies, if they 
were to be gratified with respect to exotic 
plants. Besides, I foresee the difficulties you 
must meet with in gaining admission to pri- 
N vate gardens; and even should you succeed 
n that, you will, for thg most part, be able 
to carry away with you no more than n 
prig of the plants which are there raised. 
Thus, sir, to render the undertaking pos- 
alble;/: and, at the same time useful to those 
for whom: you will labour, I think it must be 
confined to the indigenous plants of the en⸗ 
virons of Paris. of these, in the course of 


a few years, you may be able to make s 


4 4 3 : 
ba k 5 25 5 


8 ” 5 1 > 
* 


complete collections. I say six, because 1 
am very sure of six persons who will apply | 
» for them, and perhaps you will find Mo: * | 
As to what concerns myself, it would be 

in the highest degree unjust, that I should 

take from you those plants only which I most 

need. Besides, the pretended herb-garden 
Which I possess is in so bad condition, and 
80 ill kept, that I apply to you for some plants 
which I have, as well as for those which I 
haye not. But as you can do one part only 
during the first year, and as it is perhaps a 
matter of indifference which you begin with, 
I shall continue to give you lists of those with 
which I am unacquainted, in the environs of 
Paris; and if it be equally convenient for you 
to commence with the latter, as with the for- 
mer, is will give me pleasure. But several of 
those species, which I have not yet collected, 
are certainly among the rarest. I am, there- 
fore, aware, that they will be the most diffi- 
cult for you to procure. I should, however, 

recommend to your attention some of the 
very commonest kinds ; such as * different 

. 3 ; sorts 


sorts me dds conralib/thies 


4 4 ” 
„ 5 
, ry 


weed and ctiotgacented xantemity add the 
most common of the succory species, becau 
however common they may be, Tam 1 | 


little acquainted with them. 


In this enumeration 1 shall insert dit 


the fil of e ng pb nor WORE | 
SOR 


eee to mosses {nit eme Ahn 
intention, as I have already informed you, of 
occupying myself with that branch of bo- 


tany, through the whole of this winter. But 
the company I have had with me, has al. 


most entirely prevented me from going out 


of doors. I must, therefore, defer this oc- 


cupation till the ensuing year, more espe- 
cially as it is very probable that L must take a 
journey a great way from this place, before 


the end of winter. In the meantime, I am 
very much obliged to you for the mosses you 
have already sent me, and the supplement 


which you promise. Not being able to pro- 
cure all the different species of this numerous 
—_ I should TOs at least, a sufficient 

5 number 


12 


number to render me capable of distinguish- 


ing the several genera; and if you could 


complete my moss garden with that view, 
1 Should: feel an, n nch enen to 


you.” P 27 
As to the families af 2 oyperi,: Tc 


they are-not adapted for winter . | 


I collected a few of these i in this district, dur- 


ing the course of the present year; and, as 
soon as I can find a moment's leisure, I 


Shall distribute them into two cases regularly 


ticketed. One of them I will send you, with 


à request to give me the names of the speci- 


corresponding numbers, I will preserve. 


Sir, you know the sentiments with which 
1 am ebe to you- . 
555 a5 ne ee ba 
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8 nd me, last year, sir, with 
two very easy commissions. T fear, how. 
ever, that you will think 1. have but indif⸗ 
ferently acquitted myself of either, both be- 
cause my bad sight renders me a. very inac- 
curate observer, and because LT have: not been 
very constant in my botanical observations. 7 
Voou had charged me to supply you with 
nosses and Hchens af 
this part af the country, W © send you in 
the season some of the, b wild bees and 
En ‚ . 
The harvest of. Mosses . Have — 
plentiful, had it been skilfully reaped; for 
here we have dry and wet grounds, wood, 
lands and plains, and. sands and turfy bogs. 
N otwithstanding these advantages, I have 


— 


specimens of all the. 


been 80 indifferent an observer, that Lam . 
able to send you thirty-five. species only, in- 
; _ clusive 


eas has ik fs 


clusive of the most common. I did not 
light upon the others at the moment of 
fructification, and, as always happens to 
those who observe badly, it is not impro- 
bable that T have aum several me et | 
perl „ 

Plants NY a hb appearante are re- 
mitked by every body, but one must be a2 
thorough-paced botanist to de wer feng the 
0 0 characters of mosses. 

Should your passion Wr body! at any time 
induee vou to examine the plants in the vici- 
nity of Fontainbleau, so renowne' in the 
Works of French nomenclators, Tshould take 
the liberty of propgving to you to come to 
tis place, in preference to Fontainbleau it- 
self. Here you might be quite alone and 
free, for I Shall have no company,. and you 
will: find precisely the same plants, and tie 
dame soil, as at Fontainbleuu. 

As to the fruits of trees, there are some 
Inch I do not send you, because they are 
only succulent pulps which cannot keep. 
There are some, also, Which are not yet 

. Tye 


— C097 eee | 
K 


„ and of which I shall send 1 n 
cond package va a few mocks - There are 
Shs: of 8 
| in order that you _ have | 
this year, nor did 1 
when I was in Paris, because! 


* 
- 
x 7 i* ; : x i 
. I 
LHR ft ARE RIES) 
* 
* — 
o 
* 
— 
— 
- 
3 4 a „ 4 f 
& 4 8 * * « N 1 2 1 F * n 1 ih 5 . 0 
. E61 ; 2 Aa gs 1 Rs Fits 3 VVV N f 
FE — 
. 8 RO Us- 
* pe 2 An 25 x . * * : 2 
* 5 £ - 
* Ll 
* 8 , 
=> A 2 — 
- 
- 7 * 
4 = 
* 7 * = 
Ld s pF 


i * 2 = 

: 8 x - *% - T 

5 - 
N * ” 1 
. kay oe 4 ! 
— 7 * * 4 
} « % _ 
1 — 
- 
1 7 K 


7 » e 
N 99 5 * 2 a 


PE beer e. Me, of 
way Which would be agreeable to you, by 


5 aid of my labour, I never t 


1 L ROUSSEAU To N. „ MALESHERBES. 
+ 3+ i e 
| PARIS, vou 1. 

muc e n sir, were 

0 Fa ee me of the pleasure which 
ccupying myself in a 


preparing plants to complete your cabinet of 
herbs. Being unable to- subsist without the 
2 ever 


* 


re it might give me, of making you 
gratuitous offer of my time. I will even.s PY 


| knowledge, that I should have very much 


wished to relieve the sedentary and tiresome 


| 2 labour of copying, by an occupation more 


to my taste, and more friendly to my 


health, — chat of collecting plants for the 
merous cabinets of natural history, which 


are now forming at Paris, and in which, 
in my opinion, the productions of the third 


kingdom, though totally unattended to, is 


| t * * than the other two... To 
„„ 5 75 e 


3 


e Bo EEE 3, 9 — " bn Be. 


Mp 5 8 


make several collections, at the same time, 
would, certainly, be more profitable, and 


would have better epd me those little eũ——ꝛ 
pences which sometimes attend distant ex- 0 


cursions, and admission to the gardens of 


the curious. But the French have, in general, 


such false ideas of botany, and so little taste 


for the study of nature, that I cannot expect 
this charming part of it will ever tempt them 


to make collections of this kind. I must, 


sir, who join to knowledge of every kind a 
passion for incessantly increasing it, I beg 
you will not deprive me of the pleasure of 
contributing to your amusements. Send 4 


note of what you desire; I will collect all I | 
can, and will, without hesitation, receive pay- 
ment for whatever I may furnish. With re- 


therefore, abandon that resource. As to you, 


gard to the small specimen I have already : 


sent you, it is quite another affair; the plants 


belonged to yourself. Those which I sub- 
stituted for such as were spoiled, were _ ; 


collected for you; they gave me no more 
trouble than chat of taking them Pain my 


own 


ET 18 
own collection; and, as I did not offer to 
pay any part of the expences you incurred 
by my botanizing, when in your company, 
it seems to me, sir, that you ought not to 
offer payment for what we picked up toge- 
ther, nor for my amusing myself by ar- 
ranging How: in same _ lde * sent 
| ous away. 

eee your eee accounts 5 
af your present state of health, I am as- 
gured that it is far from being perfectly re- 
established; and unfortunately the season 
now commencing is not favourable to the 
exercise of walking, which I think as bene - 
ficial to you as myself. Winter, however, 
as you know, sir, presents us with plants of 
a peculiar kind; namely, mosses and lichens. 
There must be some curious things of this 
. Sort in your parks; and I earnestly exhort 
vou, when the weather permits, to exa- 
mine them upon the T0 and in the rages 
YEASQN, 14 0 
: - Your. De ING sir, hid 4 as you 
7 * informa me, I ey am not the man to 
7. disapprove 


x 770 2 * 
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disapprove it. It is the enjoyment of an 
agreeable leisure obtained by honourable 
means. To perform great duties 90 ele. 
vated sitoations, ee mann | 


vidual, ans offering « bor 00 Wund the tri⸗ 
bute of his zeal, finds that it is of no avail, 
he may surely then be r to live for 
ne ow: wah content hin 


ie i 


10 Mt. D/ALEMBERT. a aj 


* pre. 21. c 


_ AM. 3 my A 3 sir, of the interest 
you take in my concerns; but I cannot ap- 
prove the zeal with which you proceed 
against poor M. Palissot ; and, were it not 
for the proof of friendship which results 


from it, in my favour, I should extremely 
regret the time you have lost by attending 
to that business. I again entreat, that you 


2 will 


98 


3 


will let the e est Wiiere it is. I am 
equally obliged to you as if it were brought 
to a conclusion; but I assure you, that the 
expulsion of Palissot, from regard to me, 
would give me greater pain than pleasure. 


In regard to Freroa, I can a nothing, be- 
cause that is a conjunct affair, - But it is very 
certain that contempt would ho been more 
mortifying to him than prosecution, and 
that, whatever may be the issue of the lat- 
ter, it will Ng un him more honour than 
injury. 23 22 
J have written to „M. 58 Th to thank 
him, and to beg that he will put a stop to the 
proceedings; I will shew you 1 2 and 
his answer, the first time I shall s u. 1 
cannot doubt that it is to you I owe the 
many proofs of esteem it contains. On a 
fair calculation, after making every deduc- 
tion, it appears that 1 am a gainer, on all 
sides, by this business. Why then should 
we return evil to the poor man for the real 
good he has done me? I most 1 hank 
and embrace . FUG enz 
Hir | S 3 | 10 


21 
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MONTMORENCY, FEB. 15, 1761. 


Tan delighted, sir, with the letter which 
You have just sent me; and, far from complain- 
ing of your praise, I thank you for it, because 
it was joined to a frank and judicious eriti- 
cism which makes me love both the one 
and the other, as the language of friendship. 
As to those who find, or pretend to find, an 
opposition between my letter on public shows, 
and my new Eloisa, I am fully satisfied they 


will not be able. to impose upon your judg- 


ment. You. know that truth, though one. 
only in essence, changes its form accord- 
ing to time and Place, aud that one may 


say at Paris, what, in happier days, ought 


not to be said at Geneva. But scrupulosity 
is, at present, out. of season; and wherever 


M. de Voltaire shall reside, for any length of. 


time, there «comedies may be represented, 


and romances read, without danger. 1 


* 


1 * 


. 


22 


Sir, I embrace you, and again thank you 


for your letter; it M994 me a great deal of 


e e | 


' TO THE SAME. 
| June 26. 
Txetorn you the letter C, which, from 


55 Abtanr illness, I have been unable to read 


Sooner. I know not how to resist the man- 


ner in which you have done me the honour 


to write to me, and I should be very sorry 
that I did know. I enter into all your views, 
and approve all the alterations you have 
thought proper to make. I have, however, 
restored two or three pieces, which you had 
suppressed; because, following the principle 
laid down by yourself, it appeared to me 
that these pieces promoted my purpose, dis- 
played no ill- nature, and conveyed no abuse. 
But I still wish to leave you absolute master 
of them, and I submit every thing to your 
9 and N knowledge. 

I can- 


— 


* 


f 


25 
ugh thank you for your bre 


minary discourse. I can hardly think that 


you had more pleasure in writing it than 1 


had in reading it. The encyclopedic con- 
nectiofi has particularly instructed and in- 
formed me, and I intend perusing it more. 
than once. As to my part, I think your 
observations respecting musical imitation. 
are, at once, new and correct. In fact, 


except in a very few circumstances, the 
art of the musician consists not in immedi- 


ately copying natural objects, but in putting 


the mind into a disposition similar to what 
their presence would produce. Every one 
will perceive this in reading you, and with- 


out you, perhaps nobody would have ever 
thought of it. This i is, as La Mothe 1 


8 De ce vrai dont tous Jos eaprits_ | 
Ont en eux-memes la SEMENCE 3 „ 
Que l'ont sent, mais qu'on est surpris i 
| De trouver vrai quand on y ene | | 


T am very seldom affected by eulogiums; 


but I am very much 80 by those which 
„ E 


24 


you * been pleased to bestow upon me. 
I cannot prevent myself from reflecting with 
pleasure, that, in such a monument, poste- 
rity will see you thought well of me. 
I honour you from the bottom of my soul, 
and am, with e sincerit , < 
: SIR, 
Your FT bumble, be. 


TO M. * CHEVALIER 1 DE LOREN zv. 


| | MONTMORENCY, OCT. 31, 1760. 


Ir very well knew, my dear Chevalier, 
that the bad weather would hinder you from 
coming on Monday last, the day you had 
appointed. I was, therefore, more sorry, 
than alarmed, at your not arriving; and I, 
myself, could have only half tasted the plea- 
sure of passing an hour or two with you, for 
I was ill and insociable. My health is nearly 
re- established; but I know not whether the 
winter, which approaches in its mantle furred 
; with: anom, will permit me to recover, at the 


same time with, my healh,/the pleature 5 
I thalki again see you 0 3 
time less agreeably, but that will not make 
me the less think of you, nor the less love 
you. I feel that I am attached to you, more, 
beyond doubt, than you conceive, and more 
even than myself at first imagined. I infer 
this from the sensible and true pleasure I 


feel on seeing you. I am not forward, it 


is true, in my advances, and my heart is 
now too much worn for friendship; I allow 
my visitors to come and go as they choose; 
but still I love to be loved. When it suits me 
as well as you, I am never at rest; wel — 
I am not the first to lay down my ne 8 
ther am I the first to take it back. 1 
I should have more heartily ne you. 
for executing my commission with so much 


_ punctuality, had you not done it, likewise, 


with a magnificence which frightens me. I 
suspect, from this spe amen, that you are not 
a fit agent for a copier of music. Make all 


how 


haste in sending me the bill, that I may know | 


26 


how to proceed, and set my wits to work, to 
devise the means of speedily penn my- 
self for all this profus ion. 

Julia makes progress; and I n to hope 
that, if the frost does not early shut up the 

anals, she may appear here this winter. 
Vou have taken so much interest respecting 
the prints, that you will learn with pleasure 


ET that they are to be executed: I have seen 


the first designs, which have given me great 
satisfaction; and the plates are engraving at 
this moment. It is not my bookseller who 
has undertaken this part of the work, but a 
taste, attached to, and perfectly skilled in, 
the arts. He has selected excellent artists, 
and the work will be performed with the 
greatest care. It will form, I think, one of 
the most agreeable sets of prints that have 
been seen for a long time; and I have no 
doubt, if any hope of success can be en- 
tertained for the book, that they will much 
contribute to it. The misfortune is, that they 
are to be vai separately. Adieu, my deat 
1115 1 Chevalier, 


3 — you 
I mention them; and you know what con- 


clusion you Oy" 0 _— _—_ _ cir 
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MONTMORENCY, wov.3, 17 


You are going to Versailles, my dear Che- 
valier ; ; I am pleased with your intention, and 


will not think myself entirely absent from those 
you are going to see, as long as you shall be 


with them. I should envy. you such journies 

upon such an occasion, were it not, at the 
same time, necessary to envy that condition 
of life which makes them suitable to you; 
and every one ought to be content with his 
own. Proceed then, dear Chevalier, and may 
your journey be prosperous. Speak con- 
cerning me, speak for me. You know my 
sentiments, and you can e them better 

than 


* £ 


one's self on a thousand occasions, and above 
all on such an occasion as that. Fail not, on 
your return, to give me your news at full 
length. It is very long since I have had any 
from any quarter. The provision waggon ar- 
rived, when I was ill, and I knew nothing of 
it. I dispatched a packet to Madame la Ma- 
reschale on the 16th of last month, but I 
have had no information whether 1 re- 
ceived . 
Voou cannot, I ink: nddabt me of indif. 
ference to the recollection of Madame de 
Boufflers. Either 1 am much deceived, or 
you are very sure I shall never trespass against 
| Her, in that respect. But when you wish me 
to write to her, you and I must differ widely. 
I find it troublesome enough to answer those 
who write to me, without writing to those 
who never return me an answer. Besides, it 
much better suits my purpose, to think of 
her than to write to her; because, within 
myself, I can tell her any thing I please; 
but, 1 in writing to her, I must only tell her 
| what 


kita Nt teen with your time, are very happy 
in having letters to write for your amuse- 


* 


form connections with persons in a condi- 
N tion much above his own ; for whatever con- 


> CS 


: sincerity of attachment he may discover, there 


will ever result, from his manner of bfes'a 8 
multitude of secret inconveniences which he 
will feel daily, of which he can tell nobody, 


and which nobody can conjecture. As to 


myself, God forbid that I should wish to break 


attachments which form the happiness of my 


life, and become still dearer to me every day. 
But I haye firmly resolved to lop off from them 
every thing that might connect me with ge. 
0 society, ar which I am not adapted. JT 


will 


ment. But when a poor copyer has spent 


aside both pen and paper. NE Jam persua de d 
that, in general, a wise man ought never to 


formity of temper and character, whatever 


* 
„6 lm. WAI rs 
— „* : 


live for them only. I do not wish, for the 
future, that persons who are indifferent to 
me should rob me of a moment of my life; 
I know Ws 80 _ to de ag it . 
ee 

The — you: whe given concern- 
log. the paper, does not completely acquit 
you of the profusion of which I accuse you. 
But as I shall not have to advance a great 
sum of money, thanks to the attention of 
the Prince of Conti, I do not much complain 
of an expence which I shall have to pay only 
in songs. Therefore, that I may not be bur- 
dened with a depoxit, J will take the paper 
to my own account; in consequence of which 
I shall tax my copy, as if I had furnished 
the paper, and we shall deduct from the 
payment the thirty-three livres advanced by 
his highness. As to you, I consent not to 
"repay you the nine franks until our first in- 
terview; but I should by no means wish to 


keep them too long. I ought farther to tell 


* you, that the large paper, intended _— 
ä ing 


be finished. Adie1 


4 158 
it 


ing the marks: upon, has been à little 
chafed in the back by the carriage, which 
may render ie binding more difficult and 
not so solid. Besides, its size seems to me too 
large to be used in its whole length. Would 
it not be more convenient to fold it in two, 
and give it a quarto shape, nearly the same 
as that of the manuscript. In that form, the 
chafed part would not come on the back, but 


the edge, from which it would be cut away 


on binding. Upon this subject you may con- 
sult the intentions of the prince at your lei- 
sure, as I have begun with the music, and 
shall not undertake the manuscript until that 
„my dear chevalier, 1 
shall no more tell you that I love you with 


= 


all my heart; but, if I should cease to love 
vou, guad absit, I shall then tell you so. 


P. F. I have seen a treatise on the medi 
cinal education of children, but I thought the 
title so absurd, that I did not deign to read 


the work. Whether the one you mention be 


the same or not, if you can easily meet with 


It, I shall have no objection to peruse it; but 


32 


if you cannot, we may lea 
man . anothe 
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| PERMIT the aka of a * on education, 
reapecting which a petition ' has | pre- 
sented to you, to take the liberty of adding 
his to it, Should the counterfeit edition be 
exposed to sale, my bookseller will suffer 
losses in which I ought to partake. If the 
authors of the fraud be not discovered, I 
shall be suspected of being their accomplice. 
Vou see there is too much reason, sir, for 
the extreme anxiety which I feel, and the 
trouble which 1 give you. From the man- 
ner in which these fraudulent publishers 
e I * reason to think, that they 
2 eel 


. 


2 
oo 


they feel wemtelres sure of support; for 
even, in spite of your orders, the hawker of 


Saugen, has promised his comrades some co- 


pies for the approaching holidays. But I am 
strongly persuaded, that a magistrate of your 
firmness and integrity, whatever protection 
they rely upon, will never permit it to be 
carried so far as to favour rogues, to the 


injury of the bookseller' 8 fortune, and the | 


author's reputation. 5 

Deign, sir, to accept my profound respect, 
and to recollect that I had the honour of en- 
tertaining this sentiment for you, before I 
could have known that 1 ahould, one day, 
en Ty e : 
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ee IT the author of a gh on ee, 
porting which a petition has been pre- 
sented to you, to take the liberty of adding 
his to it. Should the counterfeit edition be 
-xposed to sale, my bookseller will suffer 
Ft in which I ought to partake. If the 
authors of the fraud be not discovered, 1 
$hall be suspected of being their accomplice. 
You see there is too much reason, sir, for 
the extreme anxiety which I feel, and the 
trouble which I give you. F the man- 
ner in which these fraud alone, public 
| 1 I have reason to think, that they 
£ feel 
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they feel themselves sure of support; for 
even, in spite of your orders, the hawker of 
Saugen, has promised his comrades some £0- : 
pies for the approaching holidays. But 12 am 
strongly persuaded, that a magistrate of your 
firmness and integrity, whatever protection 
they rely upon, will never permit it to be 
carried so far as to favour rogues, to the 
injury of the bookseller's fortune, and the 
author's reputation. | 

Deign, sir, to accept my profound respect, ; 
and to recollect that I had the honour of en- 
tertaining this sentiment for. you, before I 
could have known that 1 * one 0 
e Your e 
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TO THE FIRST MAGISTRATE OF GENEVA. 


| Recovered from the long state of astonish- 
ment, into which I was thrown by a pro- 
ceeding, on the part of the magistracy, 
which I should have least expected, I at 
length pursue the course which honour and 
reason 3 to me, however dear it wy 
cost my heart. : 
I, therefore, declare to you, in boys you 

will declare, on my part, to the Magnific 
Council, that I for ever abdicate my rights as 
burgess, and citizen, of the city and republic 
of Geneva. Having, to the best of my abi- 
| ities, performed the duties annexed to this 
title, without enjoying any of its advantages, 
1 by no means think that I _ the Station 
in its debt. 

I have endeavoured to render the name of 
Genevan honourable. I have tenderly loved 
my fellow-countrymen ; I have omitted no- 


thing that could OTE me be loved by them ; 
3 could 
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I could not have met with worse success. I 
wish to gratify them, even in their hatred: the 


last sacrifice which remains for me to make 


to them, is that of a name which was dear to 
But, sir, my country in becoming foreign, 


cannot become indifferent to me. I remain 


attached to it by a tender recollection, and 1 
forget no part of it but its injuries. May it 


ever prosper, and see its glory increase 


May it abound in citizens better, and, es- 


pecially, more fortunate than I have been! 


Accept, sir, I pray you, the assurance of | 


my arms Oe; 


D2 ORIGINAL 


* 
A I 


E 


_ 
aan » 41k _ — — 
rr 
, 23 d - ; 
: > N f N 
- £ * 4; $ 
— 
1 A CG 
5 * 
? . * 
4 
8 
* 
d ” 
„ 7 
* 
5 1 
o 
% 
5 
4 
— 
* 
. 
* 
_ 
— 
* 
= : | 
7 7 
- - 
£ 
> 
x 
: * 
o 


— 


2 


ORIGINAL LETTERS 


FROM | 
J. J. ROUSSEAU, _ 


MADAME LA MARESCHALE DE LUXEMBOURG. 
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MADAME LA 0 | 8 — ; 


"LETTER I. 


1 55 MONTMORBNGY, AVG: 13, sg 


MADAM, © 
OW cruel is your n Why'w weak 
. you disturb the tranquillity of a recluse | 
ts has renounced the pleasures of life, in 
order | 1 


Thou r this letter is e in the Cob Fe 
Pn Vol. IV. page 91, edition des Associes, it 
TY | was 


* 
3 
* 1 L 


order that he may not experience its cares ? 
I have spent my days in the fruitless pursuit 
of solid attachments: I have not been able 
to form any among the ranks of life corre- 
sponding to my own ; can 1 then expect to 
find them in your's? 
8 never been able to resist caresses ; 
why then do you take advantage of foibles, 
| which it is necessary I should conquer, since 
in the distance that separates us, even the 
overflowing sensibility of the heart cannot be 
expected to unite mine to you. What gra- 
titude can that heart render to you, which 
knows only two ways in which it can be be- 
stowed, and which feels itself capable only 
of friendship? Of friendship, madam ! ah, 
there is my misfortune ! you, and the mar- 
shal may, indeed, employ this term; but 
how foolish should I be to take you at your 
words: You are Rag: yourselves ; 1 am 


was "HE proper to insert it here along with the 
other letters to Madame de en. none of 
which have been before printed... | | 


41 
S ? forming an attachment, | and the ; end of the — | 


it performance prepares for me new regrets. 

e How I hate your titles, and pity you for 
— wearing them! since you seem so worthy of 
) enjoying the charms of private life ! Why 


do you not inhabit Clarens? I should go there 

to seek the happiness of my life; but is it to 

5 the Chateau of Montmorency, to the hotel 

ü of the Luxembourg, that Jean Jacqu es that 

a friend of equality ought to carry the affen 

tions of a feeling heart, which, thus paying __ 

the esteem that is testified towards him; =: 

lieves that he is returning as much as he re- „ 
ceives? Vour heart is also feeling and ami- 

able. This I well know—1 would rather that 1 

L only believed it: but in the rank in which |}: 

you are placed in your manner of living, no- 3 

thing can make a durable impression: 80 1 

many new objects successively efface each = 

other, that none can be lasting: you will for- 

get me, madam, after putting Tout ee 7 * 

power to imitate you—you' will then Have 4+ 


done. ak. to render Yourself inexcusable. | WO 
TRE > . 15 1 2 DIS | 5 WEED, 25 en 2 . ; 


„ 


42 


"LETTER _—e 


17 9055 | MONTMORENCF, . 1769. 15 
WHERE! are you at present, madame la 
Mareschale ? At Paris, L'Isle Adam, or Ver- 
sailles? for I know that you have been at 
all these places within this month. You. will 
think me curious; but, since I have an inte- 
rest in that curiosity, it is in order. At 
Versailles you talk of me with M. le Mares- 
chal; at L'Isle Adam you talk of me with le 
cleualier de Lorenxi; but with whom do you 
talk of me at Paris? I suppose it is at Paris 
that those whom one loves are forgotten; 
and, as I hate it, I accuse it of all the ills I 
dread. Pray, madame la Mareschale, reflect 
sometimes that there lives at Montmorency, 
a poor hermit, to whom you have rendered 
your remembrance necessary, and who never 
goes to Paris. But, truly, I do not know 
the cause of my uneasiness; after the in- 
stances of kindness with which you have 
-#honoured ms ought I to fear being forgotten 
_ bo 


5 
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you may be, am I eee n b oh 
not leave behind?! | | * 

Vour copies are not at 3 big 
Lads about beginning them. Order and jus- 


before you. That person presses me, and 1 


part; and before I begin the sixth, I shall 
endeavour to send you the first. But, ma- 
dame la Mareschale, though you are cer- 


shall have in working for you. 
Chide the marshal a little 1 entreat you, 
for taking the trouble of writing to me 


me your news. Does he not know that 


in your excursions? And in whatever place | 


tice must be observed in every thing. 


must keep my word, since you do not wis 
that I should mention my reasons for re- 


tainly a good customer, I feel some re- 
luctance to taking your money; for strictly, 
it is I that should pay for the pleasure 1 


himself, in the midst of his hurry. I 
wish to hear often from you and him, but 
not that he should be the person to give 
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I. uo longer require that he should write 
to me? If he writes once more for the 
whole quarter, I shall infer that I have 
displeased him. As to ,- madam, the 

that I still have occasion for some expres- 

sions of friendship. But when I shall be 
equally sure with respect to both of you, 
neither the one nor the other can ever 
write to me, without in some degree lessen- 
ing my satisfaction, provided that made- 
motselle Gertrude, or 
know, from time to time, 
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ou 9 0 x alle 1 and 1 Som 


be by hours. This makes the interval appear 
u, to me four and twenty times longer than it 
er does to you; and the fortnight yet to run 
_ before you begin your journey, makes, ac- 
5 cording to my ene another ne 
e F Fr ; 
- I did Ac think you- 80 e | For - 


having, for 2 moment, dared to dispute 
about a basket of butter, I find that my 
head is to be continually pelted with pots 
of it. If your revenge be not severe, it 
is obstinate; and I endure it with so much 
patience, that it OUS at EW: to oe: 
cure me a pardon... 4 «2 
I think M. Coindet has a 3 ming 
for mne. He does every thing he can to 
prove it; and, as to my part, I am stil 
tonder of him because you approve my 
5 5 attach- : 


attachment, and because he often brings ac- 
counts of you. But he has, on your part, 
made me a reproach respecting the original 
of Julia, which astonishes me. In pro- 
mising it to you, did I not promise it to 
M. le Mareschal'? and in giving it to him, 
have I not given it to you? In vain would 
you wish to make yourselves two; F will 
never admit such a division. My attach- 
ment, my respect, no longer distinguish one 
from the other; and you are one only in the 


bottom of my heart. As there was already 


a copy in your hands, I put the original into 
his. I would do the same in every other 
case; and when I give to the one what 
I have promised to the other, I shall al- 
ways think, mat 1 have _ well kept my 
word. _ 

»Mlinenes and Voltaire may klebe Julia, 
at their leisure; They are not the men whom 
she is solicitous fo please; and the only re- 
gret the editor feels from their eriticisms, is, 
that they are written at such a distance. 
N N ma la Mareschale. You must 


* 


positively embrace monsieur le Mareschal on 
Wa account. As to you, I must fall on my 
knees when I read the conclusion of your 
letters, Kiss them, and exclaim wil Aa a 
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LETTER: IV. 


9 WEDNESDAY "Us . 


5 AM e madam, by Abbe Morellet _ 
to testify to you his gratitude, both for the 
trouble you put yourself to in his behalf, 
and the kindness with which you received | 
him. He has written to me from the coun- 
try, where he now is; and he tells me that, ; 

after having had the honour of seeing you, "2 
he was no longer surprised that you were ex- 
cepted in my renunciation of the world and 
its vanities. These are his words: 80 that if 
my conduct be again accused of being in con- 

tradiction to my principles, I shall always 
have my answer ready when you are pleased 
; | to 1 


* : 
11 4 55 4 
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to be at the expence of it; being very sure of 
refuting as many as you will kindly admit to 
visit you. M. D' Alembert also requests me 
to be his interpreter towards you. But as to 
myself who have so many things to say to 
you, who will 12 "a ang en si- 
lence 

I hear Dp" al of the return of M. le Ma- 
reschal. I see clearly that I must renounce 
the hope of seeing you here this summer. 
Thus, then has the winter almost already ar- 
rived, and, unfortunately the spring is no 


nearer us. Your promised excursions to this 
part of the country have made me lose the 


watch of Emilius. Time no 1 817 Hows 
with equal pace 1 me. e . 


N 4 
£4 
1 
"IL 
8 
4 
xz 55 8 & 55 4 A > 1 * 3 3 pe, $4 A AS 7 get 
| | LETTER 
nw 5 8 * : - 


3 es | MONTMORENCY, MARCH s, ineo. 
Is SERVE x you butslowly and badly, Madame 
ia Mareschale; but this is more to be la- 
1 than urged as a reproach against 
* shall never do any thing amiss with 
E as you; which will not be a torment to 
myself; it is enough to tell you that my fault 
is involuntary. If I am not more diligent 
in future, be assured that i it is because 1 could . 
not be 80. In truth, I am the dupe of the - 
condition which: I have chosen. I have. a- 
crificed every thing to independence, and 4 
experience all the. bustle of fortune. I might 5 
patiently support every thing else; but FF 
mur at the disagreeable occupations wick 
take from me the pleasure of working for you. 
[ have received by the express, which you  Þ 
have had the goodness to send me, a letter | 
from my Bookseller in Holland, without 
| N how it came into your hands. 1 


auppose 


suppose it was brought by M. de Malesherbes 
but I should wish to be sure of it. 

You know that I no longer thank your- 
+8616 madam, nor M. le Mareschal, for any 
thing. Both of you deserve that I should no 

longer say any thing to you, and that I 
| should leave you to interpret this silence. 
Tube fine days approach; but they come 
very slowly. It is in vain to count; they 
will not come the sooner for it. They wil 
arrive only when you shall have come here. 1 
am obliged to conclude. I have twenty letters 
to write that cannot be dispensed with, and 
not one of which is interesting to me; and, 
what will enable you to judge of my fate 
better than any thing I can say, 7 Þ must 
abridge none of them 22 this. 8 
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LETTER 9 
I- 0 | | 
1 | TE: -TVESDAY MORNING. 
10 


Luz AR the most + laws tidings, or 
1 Whrather they are confirmed ; for Madame de 

Verdelin had informed me of the illness of 
8 le Duc de Montmorency... But having 


2 ad nothing of it from any person about 


il your: house, I thought the account was 


1 Wit true, and I had already  dispatched 4 
rs letter to your gardener's, in which. I 
nd Imentioned these rumours and my inquie- 


tude to M. le NA. areschal. This letter Lhave 


bromise, and to let me know the exact state 


langer. Lam alarmed to a degree, which 
carcely permits me to write. Isay nothing 


11 E 2 „ of 


recalled in consequence of one from M. Du- 
ettier. . He tells me that decisive accounts 
are expected to-day, and promises to com- 
unicate them to me. 1 entreat you, Ma- 
lame la Mareschale, to remind him of his 


df things, as long as there shall be the least 
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/ | MONTMORENCY, DEC. 72, 1780. 
nn since I have 
written to you, or Monsieur le Mareschal. A 
thousand nothings daily occupy me even to 
the impairing of my health, without its be- 
ing possible for me, however I attempt it, to 


deliver myself from this troublesome bustle. 
But another much more agreeable reason for 


my silence is, the confidence that F can pre- 


serve that state without risk. F J feared 


that you would forget me, however great 
my hurry might de, 1 ms find: a 22225 
bo write to you. 

Several occasions "ke of 1 of my 
Freatise on Education, and all of them are 
advantageous. I too much respect the en- 

gagement 


n 


* 
* 5 
* 
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gagement into which you made me enter, 
to treat of any thing without your consent. 
That I request, madam, because dispatch 
is of great importance in this affair, and be- 
cause I feel a new zeal for my interest in 


consequence of that which you take in it. 


You will, however, be informed of the con- 


ditions, and nothing shall be concluded with- 
out being subject to your consent. My Book- 


seller is expected to arrive at Paris, in a few 


days. If, as I wish, he should have the pre- 


ference, will you permit him to carry our 


agreement to you, and to desire your . 
fication of it? _ 
I heard of the loss which Miles e 


chesse de Montmorency has sustained, too 


late to write to her on the subject; for 
though the Chevalier de Lorenzi informed 


me that she was much afflicted by it, 5 


thought that, in such a case, extreme afflic- 
tion had too little foundation to be lasting, 
especially when she had so great a consolation 
in what remains, and also 1 in what she is en- 
titled to 8 e p 
I observe 
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8 oben with impatience the approach 
of the moment, which is to bring you a step 
nearer to Montmorency, in expectation of 
that which is to bring you entirely thither. 
1 every morning long for the hour that 1 
shall pass in talking with M. le Mareschal 
by your bed-side; and as long as my heart 
is on my lips, I have no fear of exhaust- 
ing my clack in your company. But as to 
your suppers, I do not at all aspire to the 
honour of making one -at them, unless you 
have the charity to receive me gratis; for 1 
feel myself more incapable than ever to pay 
my shot, and what is worse, I am dd little 
affected by this wretchedness. g 
I ought to tell you that I have given a 
reading of Julia to the author“ of the Con- 
fessions, and, what astonishes me is, that 
he is charmed with it. But more than that, 
he has had the intrepidity to say so in the 
face of the Academy, and in other places in 
MAT ets onde as sacred as that. It is not his 


*M. Duclos, . 
Courage 


d — — c — 


4 *. 
* 1 
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courage alone which astonishes me 3 but can 
you conceive M. Duclos relishing that long 


train of honied expressions and absurd bom- 
bast? As to me, I Should not be much grieved | 


though the book were regarded as detestable, 
after you have thought well of it; for, as you 


have never been accused of a bad taste, I 


should well know how to turn that error to 
account. | 


Before you talk of paying the copies, you 


must have the goodness, madam, to return 


me the fifth part for the Purpose of being 


corrected: and when that is done, you will 
make me very eager for payment, by pro- 
mising me my wages the first time I $hall 
have the honour of FOR YOu. 
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| LETTER vnn. 
1 MONDAY, 4 Aue. 10. 
Tan 8 Madame ia Mareschale, toses 


how much trouble you take to repair my 


faults. But I feel that it is too late, and that 


mY measures haye been badly chosen. It 


is just that I should bear the punishment. of 

my negligence, and even the success of your 
endeavours could no longer give a pure and 
untroubled satisfaction. It is too late, it is 
too late. Po not counteract the effect of 


your first labours, but I entreat you not 


to pursue them any farther. This geca- 
sion has given me the dearest and most 
affecting proof of your friendship. This 
precious remembrance will with me supply 
the place of every thing; and my heart is 
too full of you to feel the void occasioned by 


my wants. In my condition, this applica- 


tion interested me much more on account of 


another, than on my own account; and, con- 


sidering the too pliant disposition of the per- 


zon in question, it is not certain that any one, 


whom she might find already completely 


formed, whether far the better or for the 


worse, would not to her be a fatal present. ; 
It would have been cruel i in me to leave her 


to become. the victim of an exeeutioner. 
You wish me to speak of my situation, Is 


it not agreed between us, that I shall not men 
tion it, but when I have something new ia 


communicate, and that has not hitherto hap+ 


pened? If I could at length syceecd in re+ 
pulsing importunate consolators, and in com | 
pletely enjoying that solitude which my situ - 


ation requires, I should, at least, have repose; 


and that, with the very few attachments which 
are still dear to me, is the neee 1 15 
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on NEO ay Sorrows, WG you 010 par- 


don them. I, therefore, no longer reproach 
myself on their account; and the interest 
which you take i in them consoles me for my 


folly. My poor Turk was only a dog; but 
he loved me, possessed sensibility, disinte- 


_ restedness and good-nature. Alas! as you 
observe, how many pretended friends fall 


short of him in worth! I should never have 


been fortunate to find these advantages even 
in the result of the undertaking in which you 
kindly engaged. But whatever be the issue, 
I shall always see in it the dearest pledges 
of friendship which ever flattered my heart ; 
and that alone compensates for every thing. 
My health has been lately somewhat worse 
than usual. I have had several fits of vo- 
miting; but am now better, and feel more 
dejection and lassitude than real illness. I 

N 5 can 
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me. I attempted to take up Childeric, but 


was obliged to renounce it. It is all over; 
I shall never again set pen to paper; my 
vain efforts would serve only to excite your 
pity. There emains for me only one occu- 
pation, one consolation in life. But it is a 


wag 


delightful one: it is to melt with NO 


in me nere 1 ee Fes 
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3 po an JuLY 28, 1760. 
en letter, Madame la Mareschale, has 


ee me from the state of anxiety in 
which I was kept by a thousand popular ru- 


mours, all of which tended to alarm me. 


It will always appear odd to me, that I should 
enter into attachments which interest me in 


public events; but, whatever may happen, 


these events shall scarcely ever interest me 


of en, and I shall never be very 
ä anxious 
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anxious respecting the fate of Normandy, 


when Monsieur le Mareschal 1 1 not there. 


But as long as he is there, nothing 
in it can be indifferent to me. His health, 


his safety, his repose, his glory, render me 


attentive to every thing connected with them. 
It is one of the unavoidable inconveniences at- 
tending unequal attachments, that ingratitude 

cannot be escaped but by indiscretion; and 1 
have no fear that I shall ever be tempted to 
_ deliberate upon that alternative, when you 
are in question. I have not offered, either to 
follow M. le Mareschal, or to go to see you. 


Upon this point you have well Said to Ma- 
dame du Deffand, that it was not my way so 


to misplace myself. You are right; it would 
be very much to misplace bone to think 
that I was something in such circumstance 

as mine. In calling to your recollection the 
letter which 1 wrote to you respecting St. 
Martin, I spoke to you for the remainder 
of my life, and I now refer you to it for 
' the last time. If ever the attachment of a 
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tion, could be of the smallest utility to you, 
it is your business to remember it. 
I hope, madam, from what you tell me, 
that the marshal's journey will not be of 
long duration, and that you will not go to 
Rouen. Since * have kindly thought as 
quieted, you will be pleased not to forget 
him, and that yo will WO the good 
any thing Soak! A entreat you to 
communicate it to M. D'Alembert, 
, ee een kn a SOONET 5 
Two hours, more or less, of pain is not 
23 affair to à prisoner; and, judging of 
his heart by my own, the impression of your 
beneficence must be too dear to 1 nes to 
N Af . 


. 
7 8 


8 
3 
1 % 


* 


ON xs n= 15 * , Ps 
. SAL 4.3 H Ts 


2 = 4 A £0 * * M 7 * * 2 * 7 
. 1 * F 4 * * 4 T * . * * 4 N { 
* A ; 
y 1 7 
k ö 70 


«4 


Ge SOR ab — FEB. 16, 1761. ( 

hy n&ve to thank you, Madame la gs 5 
chale, for the butter which you sent me ö 
but you know well that J am one of Py F 
ungrateful fellows, who never return any il " 
thanks. Besides, this small basket makes me 5 
0 


uneasy; I expected no more than a small 

jar. I am afraid that you have punished me iſ © 

for having inconsiderately revealed my taste, 

by satisfying it at the expence of your own. P 

2 that case, it was impossible to convey a 
more cruel lesson in a politer style. I have . 
. willingly received your present, madam; but 
| I cannot bring myself to touch it. I on 


think that I communicated. unworthily; 1 

should think that I ate damnation to my- Nl 7? 

| Self. | MA 

7 Phe publishing of Julia br given me a 
| degree of uneasiness, which any of my for- 
mer writings never gave me. I regard it with "A 

to 


a  Childish interest which consumes my spi- 
. ; , nw; 
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rits and I receiye 80 very oppO 


respecting it, that I should still be at a lo88 
upon what to found an expectation of its suc- 


cess, if Monsieur le Mareschal had not the 
goodness to encourage me. 1 


e 


prejudice, that the oftener I read it, the more 


it pleases me. If it has no merit, my head 
must certainly be completely turned. We 


must see what the fashionable world will Say 
of it; though, in my opinion, their decision 


is of much less value than that of the other 


part of mankind. I suppose it is at this mo- 
Rs in your hands; but I have not yet gotten 


It was to have appeared e ans 1 


1 heard nothing about it. 


Yay ere eee e 


came to see me. She did not tell me that 


you had spoken to her; but I was not de- 
ceiyed as to that visit, and it gave me 80 
much greater pleasure. Le Chevalier de Lo- 


renzi has written to me twice, and I have 


not found a convenient moment to write 


love 


The preface is 
unanimously decried ; andy yet, such is my 
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I. have received, Mad ee Fe 

very energetic answer from M. le Mareschal, Ye 


f and I love to flatter myself that vou Had 2 sh 
dhare in it; so much the more as you some- 7 
times send me letters in encby K the 
being on à diffe Sheet of 

that one answer which per 
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letter from you would be sufficient to . 


my heart for the whole of my life; but it 
is precisely their value which makes me 80 


much desire them; and I feel that you have 


never enough repeated, what I take so much 
pleasure in hearing and reading. In conSe- | 
quence of the recently established corres- 
pondence, I hope that you will more freely _ 


deal out to me favours which are so dear. It 


will cost you no more than a sheet of p 


and an address in your hand-writing : for * 2 


will need a few words, if you please, t 


by your pen, and which. may give me 7505 2 


fidence to suppose in the letter a number of 
things that it may not contain, but which 
your kindness to me, and my attachment to 
you, will make me imagine it contains. We 
shall both be gainers by this arrangement, 
Madame la Mareschale. You will Have 
less trouble in writing, and I shall have the 
pleasure of reading letters, less 5 
perhaps than you might have written, but, ta 
compengate for 2 as fall of tenderness. as. 
1 choose. e 
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' LETTER XII 


8 MONTMORENCY, Dec. 13, 1761. 


| 

I pip not wish, Madame la Marexchale, 
to trouble you, in the least, with the history ; 
of my misfortune. But since the Chevalier g 


has mentioned it to you, and that you are de- ; 
sirous to find a remedy, I cannot conceal ) 
from you that my book is lost. I have not a 


the smallest doubt but the Jesuits have got 
hold of it, with the intention of suppressing 
it during my life, and, sure of not having to 
wait long, of substituting, after my death, 
another production, under my name, but of 
their own fabrication, and better adapted to 
their views. It would require me to write a 
memorial, to explain to you the reasons which 
I have for this opinion. It is, at least, very 
certain that the Bookseller neither has got it 
printed, nor wishes to have it printed; that 
he has deceived M. de Malesherbes; that he 
will deceive you; and that he laughs at me 
with 


* 


with the 8 of a knave who has no 
fear, and who feels that he is well supported. 
This loss, the greatest which I have ever sus- 
tained, has completed my 'misfortunes, and 
will cost me my life. I regard it as irrepa- 
rable. Whatsoever falls into this abyss will 
never rise again. I, therefore, conjure you 
to let the matter rest there, and not to bring 
your name into question, without being of 
any utility. However, if you are resolved to 
speak to the Bookseller, M. de Malesherbes 
is fully acquainted with the business, having | 
already talked to him. It would, perhaps, be 
better that he should see you before you g0. 
If, contrary to all expectation on my part, it 
be possible to have back my manuscript, on 
making entire restitution, effect that, Madame 
la. Mareschale, and I shall owe you more than 
my life. The fifteen hundred franks which 
[ have received, ought to form no obstacle ; 
I can procure, and remit them to you on Tu 
first notice. 5 
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LETTER XIV. 


" H _ 


' SUNDAY, or. 26. 
PERMIT me, s la Mareschale, to 
send you the bulletin of my yesterday's jour- 
ney. 1 learned that you were to pass through 


St. Brice sometime between noon and one 


o'clock. I dined at half past eleven, and, 


155 fearing that I should arrive too late, to save 


the time of changing horses, I cut across the 
main road at. the turnpike of Pierre-Fite. 
Thence I proceeded at a quick pace till I got 


within sight of St. Brice. There, being over- 


taken with the first drops of a shower, I took 
shelter under the roof of the curate of Gros- 
lay; whence, seeing the rain increase, I re- 
Solved to take the road back; and I reached 
my own house, drenched to the skin, be- 
spattered to the very back, and what is 
worse, without having seen vou. It would 
give me pleasure, Madame la Mareschale, 
that all these misfortunes should excite your 
compassion, and procure me a small plaster 


of white paper. 
h TVESDAY 


69 - 


—- 
: „„ 2 25 
* 


ff rvssbar MORNING.” a 
| Go0d God! madam, what a letter! and 
in what a style! Can it be to me that you 
thus write? Is it a piece of pleasantry, and 
do you laugh at my fears? I should, perhaps, 
entertain such a suspicion, if it tended only 
mortify me; but ĩt wrongs you, and I sup- 
press it. No! no! let me have no more 
alarms, no more inquietudes. It is too cruel, 
and, certainly too unjust a situation; I re- 
nounce it for life: I resign myself in the 
simplicity of my heart to all the kindness of 
yours; and I am very sure, that whatever 
tone you may assume, I shall never deserve 
your throwing aside that of friendship. 85 
But am I always to blame? You reproach 
me with some other faults on the subject of 
the book. What then have I done? How 
you grieve me] Yes, Madame la Mareschale, 
if I have promised you any thing which I 
have forgotten, I must be a monster. I am 
not conscious that I was intended to become 


one; in Y [ 8 I had done nothing 
a 9 amiss 
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amiss. I will instantly quit every thing, to 
begin copying for you, and I make you a 
promise, which I will attend to, that I shall 
not suspend it. without your leave. 

I write these lines ad ack that I may he: 


the Sooner able to send back your express. 
I should wish that he had wings to bear to 
you this proof of my gratitude and repent- 
ance. However, I cannot regret the anxicty 
which my obstinacy has given me, since it 
| has procured for me 80 Paging © an attention 
on NAT __ 8 | 
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LETTER XV. 


WEDNESDAY 18. 


"I this, madam. you will receive a 


fourth part, which you ought to have had 


long ago; but my bookseller, and other 


bustling engagements, left me no time to go 
on at a quicker rate, whatever effort I might 
have made for that purpose. All the bustle 
in the world, however, would not justify my 
silence, nor prevent me from writing to 


M. le Mareschal and you: my excuse is of 


another sort, and more calculated to procure 


me your forgiveness. In the commencement. 


of my attachments,'I write frequently, for the 
purpose of strengthening them, and establish- 


ing confidence. But when that is attained, 


I write only from necessity; I think there is 


then a sufficient understanding between us 
without saying any thing. If you think this 


a good reason, I will tell you, Madame la 


Manrechate, how J ey: let me know $0. 
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It is by following the same rule in answering 


me, that I have observed in writing to you. 
When any indifferent man of respectability 
has the honour to write to Madame la Ma- 
reschale de Lurembourg, her politeness may 
make it her duty to answer him. But, though 
she should not answer at the exact time, 
the man whom she honours with her par- 
ticular esteem, this silence will not be equi- 
vocal, but will be equivalent to a letter. 


I am not fond of any thing that is done by 


rule, except it be that of having no other 
than one's heart; and I am sure that, with- 
out my dictating frequent letters, mine will 
never be silent with regard to you. I, this 
moment, learn the desertion of that unfor- 
tunate man St. Martin; the pen drops from 
my hand at the intelligence. Oh! If you 
have knaves in your service, who can ever 
find honest people ? How I pity you ! how 
F lament what constitutes the admiration of 
others! How has Providence who made you 
$0 good, so amiable, so estimable, misplaced 
you both ! Ah! you deserved to have been 

; born 
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ther masters nor valets, and to live for your- 
selves and your friends only. Veu would 
have made them e TOO Poul nada 
deen 80 ak Rat 98 i 
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LETTER XVI. 


'MONTMORENCY, SEPT: 1, 1761. 


It i is true, Madame la Mareschale, that I 
| had much need of your last letter to tran- 
quillize me; so much the more so, as, by 
a fatality which pursues me in every thing, 
that of M. le Mareschal, which would have 
produced the same effect, miscarried in its 
way, and did not reach me till a few days 

55 Since you have deigned to assure my 
ind, I have no further need of an answer. 
1 can have accounts of your health from 
another quarter ; and since your good wishes 
towards me are still the same, I require to 
hear nothing more upon that point. Your 
| last 


last expression, however, still lies à little 
| heavy on my heart. You reproach a 


with not having so tender a heart as 


yours. Upon that, Madame la Mares- 
chale, I have only one word to say: God 
forbid that I should ever cause you to feel 
one fourth of the inquietude and trouble, 
which you have made me suffer for two 


moaths past. 03312 
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H pro. 24, 1761. | 


"7 am TY sensible of my errors, and 1 
expiate them. Forget them, T intreat you, 
Madame la Mareschale. It is certain that 1 
cannot live out of your favour. But, if 1 do 
not deserve that such a consideration should 
affect you, in restoring me to it, have re- 
spect to yourself more than me. Reflect 
that your good heart must derive satis- 
faction from every thing that is great and 
graceful, and that nothing can be greater, nor 
more graceful, than to exercise forgiveness. 
I was, at first, inclined to supplicat te M. le 


 Mareschal, to employ his credit in obtain- 


ing my pardon. But I reflected that the 
shortest and most simple way was, to have 
direct recourse to yourself, and that it was 
not necessary to extort from your com- 
plaisance, what I would prefer owing to 
your generosity alone. If a history of my 

: trans- 


. T6 


transgressions could apologize for them, I 
would here resume the detail of those 
symptoms which have alarmed me, and 


which my troubled imagination has con- 


verted into certain proofs. But, Madame 
la Mareschale, though I should have shewn 
you what a madcap I was, I should not 
be the more excusable for having been one; 

and I do not ask forgivencss, because. it is 
due to me, but because it is worthy of you 
to grant it. 
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1 MONDAY 18. 8 


1 HAD. 3 dam, to have seen you 
yesterday as you passed by St. Brice; but 
your relays not having come forward, the 
hour of their arrival being uncertain, and the 
sky threatening rain, I durst not, especially as | 
I am not well recovered, venture upon this 
excursion, unless I had n certain of met 
ing you. 

You give yourself to wk pain cnn my 
Situation: it. is not 80 bad as has been re- 
presented to you. I have more uneasiness 
than sorrow, and the alterations which suc- 
ceed each other, give me reason to think 
that things will not be much worse with 
me. Were you at present at the Chateau, I 
should visit you as usual. I shall not be so 


unfortunate as not to be able to see you when 


you are there; that journey, by which I 
expect to profit, forms my dearest hope, and 
I can assure you that my heart is still sound. 

. : | As | 


As to my body, though it is not very well, 


it is some consolation to reflect that it cannot 
be better, or at least that its cure does not 
depend upon the art of men. This con- 


viction enables me to avoid the trouble and 


the restraint which the credulity of patients, 
and the quakery of physicians, impose. , I 
wish no longer to add a dependence upon 
these men, to that of the necessity which 
they cannot alter, do what they may. As 
I have long since formed my resolution upon 
this subject, I expect from the friendship 
with which you honour me, that you will 


speak to me of it no more. Adieu, Ma- 


dame la Mareschale, preserve your own 
health, and come and assist me in re- esta- 
blishing mine. If the presence of you, and 
the marshal, does not remove my com- 
plaints, it will make me forget them. 
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LETXTER: XIX.: 


| RID Ax 28. 
| MADAM, | | 

I sEND you the English Julia: : if the 
Countess de Boufflers take the trouble of 


looking it over, and making any observations 


upon it, I shall be much obliged to her 


to communicate them to me. The English 
Bookseller has asked me to make a new 


edition, and I do not understand the lan- 


guage sufficiently to trust to myself alone. 


I do not tell you that my heart is full of 
your journey, of all your attentions and all 


your kindnesses. In such a case, the more one 
feels, the less one can speak. I know not 
whether you will not call this a piece of flum- 
mery, but I know it requires a strong stomach 
to digest it. Indeed, madam, all the senti- 


ments with which you have inspired me, 


were necessary to make me support the feel- 


ing of gratitude, without W _y 


friendship. 
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| WEDNESDAY EVENING. 
In. vain do I read over the passage you 
have transcribed. | 1 must avow to you, ma- 
dam, my dulness. I cannot discover any 
thing that could offend you. I see only a sally 
of pleasantry; bad enough indeed, but by no 
means criminal, since it is the intention only 
that constitutes guilt. I blame myself for no- 
thing but for having displeased you; and 
were it not for this misfortune, I should 
do the same thing again, without reproach- 
ing myself for it any more than before. Be 
30 good, then, as to explain yourself farther ; 
tell me precisely for what I ought to repent, 
and you may consider it as already retracted. 
| _ You wish to know the state of my health. 
I intended to have, this day y, answered the 
ſetter that the marshal wrote to me, on 
Wednesday last, on the same subject. Be 
pleased, then, to consider this reply as com- 
OT, mon 


mon to you both, as are all the sentiments 


of my heart. I have not been so well for 
some time past; the approach of winter has 


not been felt with indifference by me. The 


first frosts. affected me so much, that I was 


altogether benumbed. I am better, how- 
ever, within these two or three days: the 


thaw has relieved me much ; and if the 


weather continue mild, I shall no more 
have to complain of my health since 51 8 


summer, than I have of mY, fate since 
in ms ved ee 
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FRIDAY, MAY 28. 


Vo know, madam, that there i is a coun- 
| terfeit edition of my book, which was to ap- 
_ pear these holidays. It is certain that' this 
edition is in circulation, that Duchesne is 
ruined, and that if the authors are not dis- 
covered, I am dishonoured. Whatever un- 


easiness this may give you, it is not neces- 


sary it should be said, that an affair under- 


taken by Madame la Mareschale de Luxem- 


bourg, has had 80 unfortunate a termina- 
tion. 

I wrote yesterday to M. de „ 
but I confess I am somewhat afraid that 
his confidence has been abused, and that 
the author of the fraud is nearer him than 
he thinks. It is plain it must have been 
committed either by the Printer, the Cor- 
rector, the person entrusted with this bu- 
Ness, or me. It i is difficult to suppose that it 

| could 


could be the Printer; for, indeed, there were 
two Printers who had no communication with 
each other: the Corrector is the friend of the 
Bookseller, and all the sheets did not pass 
through his hands: there remain then only 
two men who can be suspected of having 
committed the fraud, and I am one of them. 
I have written this day to the lieutenant of 
the police, and I send = ap a Are of mw 
letter. | 
I should have ute to have met you 
on your return from L'isle-Adam, but I was 
not able to learn whether you were to come 
to-day, or to-morrow. I am so weak, s 
troubled, and so perplexed, and as I had no 
idea of the time you would pass, I could not. 
attempt this excursion. Madame la Mares- 
chale, 1 only give you trouble, but my heart 
is wounded, and if this affair be not cleared 
up, I shall die of despair. | , 
You will understand that it is not necessary 7 
to shew my letter to M. de Malesherbes, but 
merely to beg of him to look to himself in 
this affair. The first hawker, Seized with a 
V copy 


copy of the als n will give the end 
of the clew, and nothing, more ll be de. 
essar ne, 
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LETTER XXII. 


3 | MONTMORENCY, FEB, 18, 1768, | 
MADAM, 
You. resemble a divinity, who speaks only 
do mortals by providential cares, and generous 
benefactions. Though these marks of your 
affection are inestimable, there are others 
which would be more valuable to me; but 
when one is so rich, one ought not to be i in- 
satiable, and it is well at present to be con- 
tent with the good you do me as a mark of 
that you wish me. With what ardour do 1 
see the time of receiving testimonies of 


friendship from your mouth approach and 


how much would that ardour encrease, 
were my troubles to give me a little relief, 
and afford me the opportunity of dre 


- 
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by it! If I see you and hs aeiskal by | 
the approach of Faster, in whatever situ 


tion 1 remein, I Shall sHkg with à contest 
heart the song of Simeon. e | 


madam, that some difficulties Have of 


with regard to the publication ef my beck, 


foresaw, and which it 


which 1 long 


vill be necessary to remove by alterations it ; 
d. As to the part 


the part that is printed. 
which has not yet been put to press; I with 


much for he safety of the Booksetter; and 


for my own tranquillity; that it should net be 
printed in Franee. But if the Booksellet 
ought not to print it himself, it is not #63 
cessary that he should be charged with the 


burthen of printing it in a foreign country: 
these changes would prevent me from in- 


Specting the publication of my own work, 
and leave it too much at the discretion of 


others. These considerations induce me to 


wish, if you are agreeable, that the treaty 


Should be annulled, that the bills should be 
returned to Duchesne, and that the remainder 


M. de Malesherbes will Have told pes, 
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of the manuscript should be returned to me. 
I would much rather suppress my work alto- 
gether than mutilate it; but if it remain with 
him, it must necessarily be mutilated ,Spolled, 
and garbled, to make it fit to appear: or 
what i is still worse, it may remain at the dis- 
cretion of others to be afterwards published 

under my name, in any shape in which they 
please to put it. I beseech you, madam, to 
weigh these considerations, and to decide 
upon them. as you think proper. My greatest 
desire in this affair is, that you should be 
pleased to be the arbitress, and that nothing 

should be done huts in nenn to Nba de- 

cen : ay : 
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| LETTER X. 


1 enmon nieuwe) FEB. 19, 1762. T 
0 SEE, madam, that you still give your: 
— trouble about my unfortunate book: it 
is, indeed, much in want of your protee- 
tion, and that of M. de Malesherbes, who 
has carried his kindness so far, as to come 
to Montmorency on that subject. | 
1 fear that printing the two last volumes i in 
Holland; would be attended with much in- 
convenience; for Duchesne, who is always 
either too idle, or too diligent, has already 
begun these two volumes, though I wrote to 
him to suspend them; but being afraid of 
saying too much, I only wrote to him by 
the way of an advice, to which he has not 
thought proper to pay any attention. Thus 
there is so much labour lost, for which he 
must be indemnified, unless the sheets al- 
ready printed be sent to Holland, and, in that 
case, he might as well be allowed to n 


ans do the same with the whole. 
| Tam 
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I am really - pained, madam, on account 

of the trouble which this affair has so long 
occasioned you; for my part, I have been for 
five months in continual - agony, without the 
possibility of foreseeing when, or how, it 
will terminate. I send you a small note, 
in reply to one which I have received from 
M. de Maleshenbes, and which I suppose 
you have seen. I beg of you to commu: 
nicate it to him when he returns. 
You inform me, and the marshal has i in- 


- Aer. me also, that you are endeavouring 


to find a dog for me. In how many ways do 
you testify your kindness to me ! but, ma- 
dam, it is not another dog, it is another 
Turk I want; and mine was unique. Losses 
of this kind are not easily replaced. I have 
sworn that my attachments of every kind 
shall henceforth be the last. Turk was one 
in his species; and if-I am to have a dog 
to which I cannot attach myself, I would 
rather receive him from any other hand than 
Fours. Think no more, therefore, of pro- 
| mm me one. * Madame ia Mares- 
eie 


chale Adieu, Monsieur te Mareschal's : | 
never write to either of you without my sen- 
sibility being awakened by this reflection, that 
I have long enjoyed no happy moments in my 
intercourse with mankind, gh those which 


have been een me wenn FM 
. i MONTMORENCY\, MARCK 25, 1762. 


alas is necessary, Madame la Mareschale, 
that I should reveal my anxieties to vou 
for they trouble my heart in proportion to 
the strength of its attachments. Monsieur le 
Mareschal having been indisposed, and M. 
Dubettier having obligingly informed me of 
his situation, 1 entreated that he would con- 
tinue to do so, until the marshal's complete 
recovery. Yet from that very moment he 
has never sent me a n — The 


morency, and PIP not end me any account. 
” have 


x 
* A 
6 
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I have, at last, written to M. le Mareschal 
himself, and he has not answered me. The 
period of his usual journey approaches; he 
was accustomed to gladden my heart by an- 
nouncing it; but this time he is silent; in 
short, every one is silent, and I am alarmed 
by it. This is a weakness, which I well 
know is very troublesome to those who are 
dear to me, but, being interwoven with my 
temper, it is impossible to cure it, and soli- 
tude and misfortunes have tended but to 
augment it. Pity the present instance, Ma- 
dame la Mareschale, as you have pardoned 
so many more, respecting which, the nume- 
rous proofs of interest and kindness I have 
lately received from you, diminish my ap- 
prehensions. Prevail, I pray you, on Mon- 
Sieur le Mareschal to dissipate them by a 
single sheet of white paper. That dear and 
much longed-for token will say every thing; : 
and, truly, I require it, in order to enjoy 

without anxiety the expectation of the mo- 

ment that draws near, and to give way, with- 


out fears to the pleasure that 12 always 
. 10 68 ee e eee ood 


LETTER 3 Xv. 


| | 7 KOSTNORBNOT:; MAY; 19, 1762. 

Ne” did not think, Madame la Mareschale, 
that my book could appear before the holi- 
days. But Ducheſne tells me that he ex- 
pects to have it ready for sale next week, 
and you may think that I know the cause of 
his diligence. I had intended for distribu- 
tion among your friends, and those of Mon- 
 uteur le Mareschal, the forty copies that I 
had stipulated for myself, over and above the 
sixty which I ordinarily reserve. But my 
indispensable distributions have so much in- 
creased, that I find myself obliged to pur- 
loin ten from you to complete them; re- 


serving, however, your claim of rextitation, 5 


if you should not have enough. I, likewise, 
expected that you would have the goodness 
| : | 8 


; * 
y 
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to prevail on M. le Prince de Conti to ac- 
cept one, and M. le Duc de Villeroi ano- 
ther, wishing that they may receive some 
value in their estimation from the hand that 
Shall present them. I should wish too to pre- 
sent a copy to M. le Marques d Armentieres, 
who appeared to take some interest in this 
work; but, not knowing how to send it to 
him, I entreat you will be pleased; Madame 
ta Mareschale, if it be convenient for you, 
to take that charge upon _—_— and [I 
| nl fill up the vacancy. | 
1 have written to Ducherne to . the 
5 thirty copies to the Hotel de Lurembourg, 
in the course of the week, and on Sunday 
the 23d inst. to commence my distributions. 
If you would be kind enough, Madame lu 
 Mareschale, to order your's for the same 
day, fewer persons would have to complain 
that others had the book before them. As 
to any thing else, whatever be its success in 
tie world, my last work being publicly ho- 
«jr with of pant Martian 2 . mn 


£2: 


my career very fortunately crowned... 1 was 
impossible to have finished it better. 
Jo avoid double labour, I think pew ta 
acquaint you that I Shall send a copy to 
Madame la Comtesse de Boufflers, and one 


5 XXVI. 


„„  MOITIER TRAVERS, JULY r 21, 1762... 
FO HASPTEN to inform you, Ame Joo 
Mareschale, that Mademoiselle Levasseur 
arrived here yesterday, in very good health, 
and with her heart full of new sentiments 
which she would have communicated to 
me, if those which I entertain for you were 
uceptible; of augmentation, and if your 
adnesses, and those of Monsieur le Ma- 
e had not long ago reached that mea- 
sure to which nothing more can be added. 
She has brought me a receipt from M. de 
Rougement, for a sum too considerable to 
| 5 | be 


LE 


be exactly regular; „ 18, among other arti- 
cles, M. de la Roche has completely repaid 
the six hundred Franks which I sent him 
during the Easter, without making any de- 
duction for the money he laid out in my 
Armenian habits, a mistake Which I expect 


he will explain and correct. 
Vou already know, Madame la Mares- 


chale, that to anticipate the order, which 


had been hinted to me, to quit the canton 
of Berne in a fortnight, I had taken refuge, 


before its notification, in the states of the 


King of Prussia, where my Lord Marshal of 


Scotland, the governor of the country, has, 


in the most obliging manner, granted me 
his permission to reside, until the reception 
of an order from the king, to whom he has 
given notice of my arrival. In the mean 
time, this is the second establishment that I 
have to provide for. If I am driven hence, 
I know not where to go, and 1 may expect 
to be interdicted from fire and water in every 
part of the globe. All this is the result of 
arg] wise and equitable application of M. 


Joly 


95 


Joly: de Fleury. He has created so powerful 
a horror against my book, that nobody woull 
venture to read it, and that nothing could be 
more urgent, than to proscribe its author as 
the basest of wretches. When some bold 
character ventures upon the abominable task 
of reading it, and begins to talk of it, quite 
surprized at what they see and what they 
have done, they then repent as the ma- 
gistrates of Geneva have done, and as they 
now begin to do at Berne. They execrate 
the memorial and its absurd author, but that 
does not remove the proseription from their 
unfortunate victim; for, you know, that the 
most fundamental maxim of every govern- 
ment is, never to repair the follies it has 
committed. As for the re st, it is the punchi- 
nello Voltaire and the jugg ing Tronchin, 
who have quite slily and behind the scene, 
put in play all the other puppets of Geneva 
and Berne. Those of Paris, too, are moved, . 
3 but still more dextrously, by another har- 
lequin whom you very well know. It re- 
mains to be seen whether there, like wise, 


1 * 13 + 


be any puppets at Berlin. I beg pardon for 
my follies, but in my en , _ ce | 
. merry, or cut my throat. 

I formerly sent n le eee 
aà copy of a letter from a member of our 
council of two hundred upon the subject of 

my * Social Contract.” This letter having 
made some noise, the author nobly resolved 
to acknowledge it before our four Syndics. 
The affair was instantly construed into a 
crime, and at this moment, they are occu- 
pied, not probably without embarrassment, 
in forming a tribunal to try him. Being too 
deeply interested in all this business, I am 
liable to suspicion in judging my judges; but 
protest that the Genevans appear to me to 
have run mad. However that may be, let 
them do what they re shall say no- 
thing, I shall remain tranquil. All these 
proceedings upon to me to be too Violent 
to last long. 

Excuse, nan * ads my: Sons 
Jeremiades. To whom ought I to unbosom 
myself, if not to you? My fear is not, lest 
50 they 


: 4.» 


they should vex you. But, once more, this 
cannot last: after trouble comes repose: this 
alternative never failed in my life; and I 
have a very solid hope remaining, which is, 
that my situation cannot change but for the 
better, unless you should come to forget me; 
a misfortune which I have so much less rea- 
son to dread, as it is one which I could not 
long sustain. After your good offices, and 
those of Monsieur le Mareschal, nothing has 
so much affected my breast as those which 
M. le Prince de Conti has condescended to 
pay Mademoiselle Levasseur. As to Ma- 
dame la Comtesse de Boilers, she must be 
adored. Why should I complain of my af- 
flictions ? They were necessary to make me 
feel all the value of the en * were 
leſt u 7 N 
You may write directly to Moitier Tra- 
vers in my own name, or, if you prefer it, 
under cover to M. le Major Girardier. But 
your letters must be franked as far as Pon- 
tarlier. I have, as yet, received none. 


VVV 


* 132 * 
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When M. de la Tour offered to en- 
grave my portrait, I refused it. I now give 
my consent, if you think proper, provided 
that instead of putting my name to it, he 
only subjoin my motto. That will, Hence- 
forth, be sufficient to describe me. 
I The place of my e must Hat written 
thus •— 

4 n ter-Travers, par Ponta lie. 


* on the back _ = e 
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; TRYE, AUG. 16, 1767. 


80 CH EF: do I rely, Madame la Ma- 
E on the continuance of your good 
offices towards me, that T: Tecur to them 
with the fullest confidence, in beseeching 
you to obtain permission for me from A. 
le Prince de Conti, to quit this place without 
incurring his displeasure. I would, farther, 
wish to know whether the government would 
approve of my establishing myself in some 
corner of the kingdom, where I might live 

and die in peace, under the protection of his 
highness, or whether I must continue my 
route in quest of an asylum elsewhere. I 
conjure you, Madame la Mareschale, by a 
remembrance so respectable and dear to your 
heart, to procure all the information neces- 
sary to deliver me from the state of uncer- 
tainty, in which I now am, respecting what 


ITshall 1285 1 to do. For my resolu- 
u2 tion 


100 
tion is, no more to accept a gratuitous lodg- 
ing from any body. The great prince who 
has kindly assigned me one, shall be my last 
host; and I think I owe it to the honour he 
has, done me, never to accept a Similar fa- 
your from another. But to attempt. giving 
me an independent asylum, it is necessary, 
however retired and obscure I may live, and 
whatever incog nilo I may preserve, that I 
should have some assurance of being left in 
peace. | Ah! madam, may it be to you, that 
I shall owe the repose of the last days of my 
life, and they will appear to me a hundred 
times more agreeable ! 4 
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ORIGINAL LETTERS 
FROM 


J. J. ROUSSEAU, { 1 


; To ö : 
MADAME D'HOUDETOr. 


_ ORIGINAL LETTERS . 
ra 


. 6 ROUSSEA v. 


MAD AME D'HOUDETOT. 


i; PARIS, OCT. 9, 1151. 
HAD flattered mysel,atiadam, that was 
I proof against praise, but the letter with 
which you have honoured me, has taught 
me to be less confident. If I must see you, 
my confidence will be still farther dimi- 
nished. I shall re ee eee en 
Jongh eee, 55 


1 8 I Shall 
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I shall submit then to your commands on 
whatever day you please to prescribe. 1 
know that M. d'Alembert is honoured with 
your attention: his presence will not drive 
me away; but I beg that you will not be 
displeased, if the presence of any other 
third person should make me retire. 

J am, 
With profound respect, madam, &c. 


1 . 


a 


LETTER II. 


MONTMORENCY, OCT. 13, 1758. 
Can you, madam, suspect me of having 
ceased to recollect your kindnesses ! To 
entertain such a suspicion, would neither 
ne doing justice to yourself nor to me 


- testimonies of your esteem are not for- 
gotten; and my heart is not made to for- 
get them. I might say as much of the ho- 
nour done me by M. the ambassador: it is a 
great 


9 
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great encouragement for me to Tender” my- 
self worthy of his regard. The approba- 
tion of persons of worth is the second re- 
compence of virtue on ear tn.. 
I understand from the commencement of 
your letter, that you are altogether absorbed 
in devotion. I know not whether I ought to 
congratulate or to blame you on that ac- 
count. There is something pleasing in reli- 
gion, but a peculiar disposition is necessary 
to enjoy it. I do not believe that your 
mind is of that flexible kind which is capa- 
ble of infusing ecstasy into devotion, or of sit- 
ting out a sermon without being tired. For my 
part, I would rather be a devotee than a phi- 
losopher ; but I content myself with believ- 
ing in God, and in placing my 1865 ann 
tion in the hope of another life. * 
It is true, madam, that I have 7045 dearly 
for the pleasures of friendship, and 1 find 
that you have not been more fortunate than 
myself; but we have ourselves only to blame. 
We are justly punished for those exclusive 
attachments which render us blind and un- 
just, hy making the persons we love the uni- 
verse 
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verse to us. All 3 of friendship 


are so many robberies of the human species, 


and our country, Men are all nden, and 
they ought to be all friends. 


I can conceive the uneasiness you must 
experience from the dangerous profession of 
your son, and all that rings "pj induce 
you to do to give him an establishment wor- 
thy of his name. But I hope you will not be 


ruined merely that he may be killed: on the 


contrary, you shall see him live, prosper, and 


honour your cares, and repay an hundred 


fold all the trouble he has cost you. This is 

hat you ought naturally to expect from his 
age, yours, and the education which you 
have given him. Pardon me if I cannot see 

e perils which alarm you, with the same 
eye "they are viewed by a mother. But, 
madam, is it $0 great an evil to die? 
Alas it is 1 a n ee 0d 
than to live. 


7 Ba eee 
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formed no recolution on this subject. When- 
ever I feel the desire of visiting that city, 
I shall promptly satisfy it: but that I have 
not yet experienced. All that I can say with 
regard to the future is, that if ever I make 
this journey, it will not be without pre- 
senting myself at your habitation , and that 
according to my present system, I shall, 
perhaps, have to reproach myself wich the 
motive which Shall TS conduc! 40 . 

| Receive, madam, the « assurances of my 
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Ixpxkp, madam, if 1 were not bound to 
thank. you for your remembrance of me, 1 
do not think that I should thank vou for 
your pullets. What should 1 do with four 
chickens? I began by sending two of them 
to persons for whom I care nothing. This 
led me to reflect on the difference between 
a present and a testimony of friendship. To 
the first I can make only the return bf an un- 
grateful heart: to the second — O ma- 


dam! had you only given me news of your- 


self without sending me any thing else, you 


would have made me rich and grateful: in- 


stead of that, the pullets are eaten, and the 
best thing I can now do is, to forget them. 
Let us then say no more of them—You see 
what is gained by sending me presents. 

I love and I approve the maternal tender- 


ness which makes you speak with so much 


| emotion 
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emotion of the army which your son has 
joined. But I can see no reason, madam; 
why you should ruin yourself for him: with 
the name he bears, and the education he has 
received, is it necessary that he should have 

one of those ridiculous equipages which have 
made our armies be beaten, and our officers 
despised? When luxury is universal, the man 
of rank is best distinguished by simplicity; 
that distinction which would leave an obscure 
man in the dust, will do honour to a man of 
quality: it is very proper that your son should 
not experience difficulties, but he ought to have 
nothing too much. When he cannot distin- 
guish himself by his equipage, he will en- 
deavour to distinguish himself by his merit 7 
in this way he will best honour 4 INE re- 
pay all your care.. 

By the bye, dh! regard. to: 3 1 
Babe some ideas on that subject which I 
should not be unwilling to put upon paper, if 
[ had: a little assistance: but a series of ob- 
Servation which I want, is necessary. You 
are eee madam, * devout: 
varraa you. 


Ak and even that was 
not necessary to make you think. If at those 
moments which might otherwise be lost, you 
would put some of your thoughts and reflecti- 
ons on this subject on paper, and communica 
them to me, you would be well reward: 
Ve wodbl of Gay able eee en | 
an useful work. Such are the gifts I should m 
feel most sensibly. It is to be understood, Pe 
however, that I should only appropriate to i 0! 
myself not what you have ae at th 
e Pd ns perde y Nd e P 
- | Your letter has left me in some — kr 
with regard to your health, which I should Wl 
only cost you a word by the post—Your mind 
is very well, and its activity wastes you: you 
never will have a sound body. I hate those 
robust healths which display a great deal of 
vigour and little life : for my part, I think I 
have only lived since I have felt myself half 
dead. Adieu, madam, I must pay attention to 
my own regimen, for surely if my rule be 
_ I shall not 10 * writing to you. 
LETTER 


1 Y * 


norrmongner, lar. oo, 1761. 
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Yoon letter pleases, An 4 alarms 

We make compliments to indifferent 

5 but to those we love, we speak 
of ourselves. I shall speak of myself ano- 

ther time, but at present I beseech you to 
speak to me of M. the ambassador. You 
know that he has long had all the respect of 
my heart, and your attachment to him ren- 
ders his life and his health still more dear to 
me. Vou mourn the death of a friend: 1 
join in your sorrow; ; but I know those who 
are more unfortunate than you. Ah, ma- 
dam, it is far more painful to have to de- 


e the loss of : a riots of friend! 1 | 
LETTER 


5 MONTMORENCY) FEB. 5, 1761. 


I. AM 1 penetrated, madam, with gratitude 
and respect for you, but I cannot accept a 
| present of the kind you haye sent me. I do 
not sell my books, and if 1 did, I should 
not sell them 80 dear. If you have 80 far 
forgotten your former. kindness for me as to 
refuse a copy of the books 1 publish, you 
may send me back this one. * shall receive 
it with sorrow, but in silence. hg 

You inform me that this book i is . 7 
dangerous. I believe, indeed, that it is dan- 
gerous to rogues, for its . is to make ho- 
nesty amiable. From this you may easily 
conceive how much it will be decried, and 
that you need not be sorry for me on that 
account. It would be much more humi- 
Hating for me, were I approved by those 
who blame me ; besides, if you would judge of 


it vourself, I believe you may venture to 
read 


what hands I have fallen. 
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read.or to. glance over the three las. . 


lumes : the worst hats: enk, kr. will be 
for you to stop reading vou fin 
one eee ; 5 1 118 15 f Pg Rey. oe pouring bg 


| thought ak of e erte 8 that L have 


completely detached myself from the party 


piety should be preached ; this is a crime 
which they will never pardon” me. On the 
other hand, I blame intolerance, and I wish 
that the unbelievers should be left in peace. 
Thus the fanatics are not better pleased with 
me. than the philosophers: judge an into 


I must relate to you a curious RE 


which made M. de Marmontel my personal 


enemy a furious and implacable enemy, 
for vanity, when wounded, never pardons. 
When my letter against the theatres ap- 
peared, I sent him a copy, on which I 
wrote these words: Not for the author of 
the Mercury; but for M. de Marmontel ; 

by which I meant that I sent the book to 


14 


him personally, and not for the purpose > Way 


ing noticed ia bis Journals besides, I wished it 


| e of anten are than the Mer- 


cury of France. 1 intended it as a compli- 


ment, and he received it as an insult. From 
eum 0d be surprised 3 
| ata we darn. 


Such are the worthy . of 2 


and truth. I do myself justice in removing 
so wicked a person should dishonour 80 
many worthy men. I allow them to say 
what they please, and I live in peace. 1 
doubt much whether any of them ___ 
do so, were they in my situation. 

I trust that the good $t. Louis has found 
me the same person Lwas, when you first ho- 


I love ity! Hut 
it would be still more so were I to de- 
serve to lose it. However wretched we 
may be, there is always some evil which 
we n avoid.—Adieu, * you have 


reason 


2d me with your esteem. It would 


8 
reason to refer me to my motto. I continue 
NO On: because itis 


imprinted on my heart. 
I learn with pleasure that 'M. the ambas- 


sador, is completely recovered, but 
to me of your on health in a tone which 
gives me much pain. St. Louis, however, 
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n 9 NONTMOKENCF, FEB. 2, nel. 
MADAM; | S 4 {$17 8 


fi 011 AM sever⸗ 
to receive your letters, and I love to vrite to 
2 get wished to write to you a long 


I have a thousand things to say to 


a it is impossible for me to write to 


you at my ease at present. The bustle ab- 
sorbs and overpowers me—I am quite op- 


pressed. Allow me to delay the pleasure 
of conversing with you until a more tran- 
quil period. I participate in your troubles; 
mine are not so serious, but they affect me as 
much. If you ever execute your plan of living 
in the country, do not let me be ignorant 
of your retreat ; for though you fly to the 
end of the kingdom, if you do not reject my 
; visit, I will make 4 pilgrimage on foot to see 
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LETTER vir. 


5 Nofler, JUNE 7, 1768. 


1 THANK you, madam, for the advice you 
have given me. I have had the same from 
every quarter: but it does not suit me. J. J. 
Rousseau does not know how to conceal him- 
self. Besides, I confess it is impossible for 
me to conceive upon what ground a citizen 
of Geneva can be made accountable to the 

Parliament of Paris for printing a book in 
Holland. I have rendered glory to God, and : 
spoken for the good of men. Ishall never refuse 
to suffer for so worthy a cause. I repeat my 
thanks to you, madam, and shall never forget 
this mark of your — atiention. 
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TC - MOITIERS TRAYERS, 1ULY 21, 1764. 
You would 1 not have anticipated me, ma- 
dam, if my situation had permitted me to 
write to you. But as in prosperity we ought 
to go to meet our friends, in adversity we can 
only wait for them. My misfortunes, ab- 


: sence, and death, which continue to deprive 


me of my friends, render those which re- 
main still more dear to me. But I wanted 


not this melancholy motive to render tas 


P% $E 


that the e ea 1 which it FA 


reached me, have encreased the pleasure 


which at any other time 1 should have re- 
ceived from it. 

I recognize with pleasure all the ks of 
your old friendship for me in the anxiety 
you testify for my conversion. But though 
I am too good a christian ever to become a 


of 


of a different religion from you; for real reli- 
gion consists much less in what we believe, 
then, madam, as we are: whatever you 
may think of it, we shall view each other 
with much more * candour i in 155 other e 
n 1 . 
It would dba Joe? Noda to your: go- | 

yeanthebt, had J. J. Rousseau been allowed 
to live and die in peace. But this the nar- 
row minds of your parliamentary orators have 
not been able to comprehend ; and though 
they had understood it, their private interests 
would have prevented them from preferring 
the national honour to their jesuitical ven- 
geance. I well know the extent of their 
powers, and shall never expose them to the 
commission of a similar act of folly: the 
first was sufficient to teach me wisdom. 
The air of this place will kill me; this 1 
am convinced of, but it matters not. I would 5 
rather die under the authority of laws, than 
live the eternal sport of the little passions of 
men. Paris, madam, shall never see me 
Sx more. 
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more. On this you may rely. I am very 
sorry that this certainty deprives me of 
all hope of ever seeing you again, except 
in spirit; for I conceive that, with all your 
devotion, you do not believe we shall see one 
another in any other form in the next life. 
Receive, madam, my salutation, and my re- 
spect; and be well persuaded, I beseech 
you, that dead or oth of never shall for- 


get * 
LETTER IX. 


| | "TEMPLE, JAN. . 3, 1766. 
MADAM, | 


1 RECEIVED your letter as I arrived from 
one excursion, and I hasten to reply in setting 
out for another. The unhealthy air of my 
| habitation, and the importunities of idlers 
from all corners of the world, compel me to 
seek relief and solitude in constant pilgri- 
mages. 


LETTER 


TEMPLE, JAN: 5, 1766. 


Tas e bad e cs, 
forms one of those which would attract 
me to Paris; but necessity, the hard neces- 
sity which governs my life, prevents me 
from satisfying it: 1 depart with the painful 
certainty of never seeing you more. But 
fate has not altered the dispositions of my 
soul. Attachment, respect, gratitude, all the 
sentiments I entertained for you in my hap- 
PPP 
ings: breath. 


UTR = = AR 


1 


6323 — 5 — 
83 — 9 — 


* 
_ 
F - 7 
— 22 
n 7 


n 


* 
ou 

— 

— Wm * 
* 


3 


== "—_— 


LETTER 


122 


83 
LE TT i XI. 
6 i , EE 


SUNDAY MORNING. 


OE 1 efforts, I feel, madam 
that it is impossible for me to translate. Al 
1 can do to obey you is, to give you an idea 
_ of the epistle pointed out by writing it, nearly 
28 I imagine Horace would have done, had 
he wished to put it in French prose, with the 


difference of inferiority of talent, and the 


scribhling to M. 5 Ambassadeur, he will laugh 
at it, and I would do the same with all my 
heart: but I cannot write better after ano- 
ther, nor much better after myself. 
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WEDNESDAY MORNING. 


4 nan wink you, madam, because I have 
done wrong, and I do not love to sghew a 


bad face when I appear before you. I feel, 


however, that after having had the honour 
of kn you, I cannot remain long with- 
out that of seeing you. When I shall have 


brought you to forget my past faults, I am 


pretty coatident that: * neee Fw 
others to repair. ” 
I began — medi: 

leaving Pac I have suspended it — 
Jam in great pain, and not in a condi- 
tion to labour. I shall finish it the first mo- 


ment of ease I enjoy, and it ahall gerve me 


eee Om? hofors 1 4 4 
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LETTER n 


en ET $ SATURDAY. 
TI HAVE worked alas days, madam, that 
is to say, eight mornings. To live I must 
earn forty sols a day: there are, therefore, 
sixteen franks due to me, the payment of 
which, notwithstanding your punctuality, I 

beg you to delay until I return from the 
country. I have not forgotten your order; 


but M. I Ambassadeur was pressing, and you 


told me that I might make my translation 


at leisure from the copy. On my return 


from Passey, I shall have the honour of see- 
ing you, and the copyist will receive his pay- 
ment. Jean-Jacques will receive, since he must, 
the compliments you destine for him. With 
regard to the honours which the ambassador 
would bestow upon me, we shall settle that 
point as you and he please. 
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. TUESDAY 16. | 


1 THANK you, onda. even for the 1 in- 
justice you do me: it has at least an in- 


terest which does me honour, and of which 
I am sensible. 5 have a friend dangerously 


indisposed, and all my attention is due to 
him. With such an excuse, I cannot think 
myself criminal for having failed in keeping 
my word, scrupulous as I am on that point. 
But, madam, I have promised that you Should 
see my letter on M. Gautier, and this I will 


perform. I have also promised to bring you 
my opera, which shall not be forgotten. 
We fixed no time, I therefore do not think 


I am much to Home. for a few aan de- 
lay. | 


cause you do not think me , worthy. of it. 


As. to the distrust with which you tax me 


"0 


1 you e of Fu ee with "which 
you have honoured me, it is, perhaps, be- 
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with regard to my manuscripts, I assure 


you that I am incapable of it, and that in 
this respect I do much more justice to you, 
than you seem inclined to do to me. In a 
word, I beseech you to believe, that if ever 
1 offend you,” KR is not done nee., 


I am, 


Wich e expert, madam. | 


 EETTER xv. 


1 — 21. 


No, W 1 shall never say hat is i - 


to me? T shall be, as 1 have always been, af- 


_ fected, penetrated with your kindness to me, 


My sentiments have never had any con- 


nection with my bad 2 nn _ ng Qus 
I wish to convince you. 
e speech of M. Border well e | 
will remain unans wered. In my opinion it 


is 


rern OY FRY 
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is much below the first ; for it is much better 
for him to Shew himself a good rhetorician- 
than a bad logician. * shall, perhaps, have 
occasion to Nele my FO better without 


replying directly, _ 3 


1 send you the book Yo "wanted. 1 
not know that it will be easy to find another 


copy, but you will greatly oblige me, if you 
do not return this until 75 shall have found 
another for . 

Adieu, madam, 1 dare not oak to you 


any more of my -resolutions—You aggra- 
vate so much the weight of the faults 1 


have committed towards you, that it is no 
longer possible for me to support them. 
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with regard to my manuscripts, I assure 
you that I am incapable of it, and that in 
this respect I do much more justice to you, 
than you seem inclined to do to me. In a 


word, 1 beseech you to believe, that if ever 
1 offend You,” it is not png voluntarily. Hh 


I am, 


With e reapect, madam. | 


LETTER XV. 


No, Wan 1 halt never RA is it 


to me? 1 $hall be, as 1 have always been, af- 


| fected, penetrated with your kindness to me. 


My sentiments have never had any con- 
nection with my bad g were, raed of Qs 


I wish to convince you. 
The speech of M. Bordes well weighs | 
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is much below 10 "EP for it is much better 


for him to Shew himself a good rhetorician- 


than a bad logician. I shall, perhaps, have 
occasion to deyelope my 1 better without 
replying directly. 


send you the bock ye you "wanted, * do : 
not know that it will be easy to find another 


copy, but you will greatly oblige me, if you 
do not return this until 1 shall have found 
another for you. „ 

Adieu, madam, I dare not 3 to you 
any more of my resolutions Vou aggra- 
vate so much the weight of the faults 1 
have committed towards you, that it is no 
longer possible for me to support them. 
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© WEDNESDAY MORNING 23. 
. COUNT the hours, madam, and I feel 


my errors. I should wish that you. felt 


them also; and 1 Should wish to 1 you 
forget them. He who i is guilty, and wishes 
to cease to be 80, is in Aa very Painful 
situation. Do not then cotigrat 

my fortune, for I never Was 80 miserable 


| e rn | 
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| WEDNESD ar, 23. a 


You oblige me to 


that gratitude and friendship are not recon- 


eilable in my heart. Allow me then to pre- 


serve a sentiment which is capable of 'ren£ 
dering my life happy, and for which neither 
all your fortune, nor all the THE in the 
world ever could indemnify me. 
I went yesterday to Passy, and did not re. 


turn until the evening; this prevented me from 


seeing you. To-morrow, madam, I shall 


dine with you, and with the more pleasure, 


as you are to be without a third person. 


< ö LETTER 


| wm you a RE for 
the first time in my life. I have studied my- 
self well, and 1 have always been convinced 


* 


LETTER XVII, 


The best way, madam, to make me blush 
for my faults, and to compel | me to - repair 


them, is to remain as you are. 


I. cannot have the honour, madam, of 


dining with you on Sunday: but my riches 


are not the eause of this refusal, since wealth 


is good for nothing but to procure us what we 


wish for. I hope to have the honour of see- 
ing you next week ; and if, to deserve the re- 


turn of your esteem and your kindness, it is 
necessary to throw my treasure out of the 


window; that shall soon be done, and I 
shall think ee an usurer A the trans- 


action. 
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LETTER XIX. 


: SATURDAY 1 MORNING, ; 
MADAM, 


'x Am sorry that on Monday I cannot pro- 
fit by the honour you would do me. | Abbe 
Raynal and M. e dine with me on 
chat day. 5 

IT hall HOWTO have the honour of See- 
ing you in the course of the week, and I 
Shall endeavour to convince you, that you 
cannot have more kindness' for me than 1 
have deßire to merit it. | 1 

| A 

Wich N beet madam. 
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LETTER XX. 


8ATURDAY 6. 
MADAM, 

I Have just read your last — * and I 
feel myself deeply penetrated with your kind- 
ness. I see that I play a very ridiculous part. 
1 can, however, assure you, that it is not my 
fault; but my misfortune is, that F. have the 
appearance of seeking evasions, while L wish 
for nothing more than to cultivate the friend- 
ship you have offered 1 

If you be not disgusted by my arent 
errors, give me your commands for Thursday 
or Friday, or for the same days in the follow- 
ing week, which are the only days I am cer- 
tain of being at. liberty. I hope that a con- 
ference between us will clear up many things, 
and particularly that it will undeceive you 
with regard to the aversion you have reason 
to suspect on my part. I conclude, madam, 
without ceremony, to shew you before-hand 
how much FE am inclined to obey you in every 


| * 
thing. 
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"LETTER . 


sunbar MORNING, i 


1 3 1 3 8 use of no sub- 8 
Ane 3 as to falsehood, I endeavour never 
to use it with any person. The dinner 1 
mentioned to you was fixed a week ago; 
and if I had sought to avoid your invitation 
for Monday, for what reason could I have 
wished to see you on Thursday or Friday? 1 
shall have the honour of dining with you on 
the day you prescribe, and then we shall 
discuss our complaints; for I have mine 
also, and I find in your letters a tone of 
praise much worse than that of ceremony 
with which you reproach me, and which I, 
perhaps, have too much inclination to cor- 
rect. 

Doubtless you were not serious 1 you 
said you would come to my garret ; not that 
I believe you have not philosophy enough to 
do me this honour, but because I have not 
en myself to receive you without some 
. embar- 
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embarrassment, and I cannot suspect you of 
the malice of wishing to enjoy the pain your 
visit would give me. Besides, I ought to in- 
form you, that at the hour you mention, it is 
possible you may still find my guests with 
me, who will not fail to suspect some under- 
standing between you and me, and that if they 
were to press me to tell the truth upon this 
Point, I should not have the firmness to con- 
ceal it from them. It is necessary to inform 
you of this, that you may be easy with respect 
to the event. On Friday then, madam— for 
= oO” to that 1 10 n. ene, N 55 


LETTER 


5658 [145257 0-641 UNO MORNING\ 
ou afflc me, madam, by asking * 
to mie is become impossible. It may one 
day cease to be so. All the dark plots of 
men, their long success, and their wicked 

triumphs, shall never make me despair in 
providence; and if its work be done while 
I live, I shall not forget your request, nor 
the pleasure I shall have in acquiescing in 
it. Until then, madam, allow me to con- 
jure you to speak no more of it. 

My wife is sensible of the honour you do 
her in thinking of her, and of your obliging 
invitation. Were she a little more lively, she 
would speedily profit of the opportunity you 
give her; though not 80 much to see the 
garden, as to pay her respects to its mis- 
tress; but her reluctance to leave her cham- 
ber is incredible, and I have the greatest 
trouhle imaginable to get her to walk with 
me five or six times in the year. Other- 
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wise she partakes in all my sentiments, and 
particularly in the respect and attachment 
with which my heart i is, and shall be, pene- 
rated for you until my last breath. 
wad: -to carry you my answe er my- 
ll; but contrary accidents;have made me 
determine 0 1. n _ Ws . 
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FRIDAY MORNING. 

5 MADAM, 7 22 E 
You do not impose a an easy _ upon me 
when you require me to exhibit Emile in 
| that island, where men are virtuous without 
witnesses, and courageous without ostenta- 
tion. All that I have been able to learn 
of this strange island is, that before you 
land on it you never see any body, and 
that when you are there, you are still very 
Ie to be found alone; but you may easily 
92 67 console 


* * 


el 487. 


| 


comtote youngelf for the trifing * 
not being seen. Indeed, madam, I believe 
that to see the inhabitants of this isle, it 
is necessary to seek them one's self, and 
never to depend upon any one else. I 
have shewn you my Emile on the way 

to that place. It will be easier for you to 
travel dee e ee 

me for your guide. 


I thank you, madam, ee 


you have had the goodness to send me, 


but you must excuse me for informing you 
that 'T am not so well pleased with it 
upon reading it myself, as I was when you 
read it to us: the versification appears con- 
strained, and it contains neither vigour nor 
sweetness. The last couplet but one is the 
only one that possesscs any thing of nature 
and sentiment. In the first couplet, the first 
verse is spoiled by the second; the two 
first verses of the fourth couplet are quite 
irregular : it should have been said you 
do not speak of her every moment, you speak 
u language J do not understand. If it is 

„ 1 neces- 
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necessary Fe be perspicous in speaking, 4t is 


necessary to be luminous in singing. Words 


when sung, being uttered more slowly than 
when spoken, the connection of the sense 


is apt to be lost, unless it be strongly 


marked. I do not, however, refuse to com- 
pose the air you desire, but I wish, madam, 
that you would have the goodness to make 
some correction on the words, which it is 


impossible for me to do. If, 8 you 


do not think my observations just, I shall 
- abandon them, and make an air to the 
en 80 as it een shall Melek. 
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LETTER XXV. 
* | TUESDAY MORNING. 
MADAM, e 
Mx business is not yet done. Time, which 
presses me, and labour, which gains upon me, 
will prevent me from Secing you before next 


week. Since you go out in the morning, we 


shall take any afternoon you please, provided 
it be not that of to-morrow se'nnight, or the 
day on which the Italian opera is performed. 
As the reading will be rather long, it will be 
necessary that you have the goodness to order 


your door to be shut, if you would avoid in- 


terruption. You have reason tg blame me, 
| madam, and I should not dare to justify my- 
self, even though I were faultless ; but had 1 
not been very busy, I certainly should not 
have Veen 80 e een been, you.” | 


FT 
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Irren xxv. 
| FRIDAY. 


Ir is ; true, e that I presented my- 
self at your door yesterday. The inconve- 
nience of finding you engaged with com- 
pany, or, what is still worse, of not finding 
you at home, made me venture to ask your 
permission to wait on you in the morning in- 
stead of the afternoon, which i is dreadful to 


me, in consequence of the visits which may 


then take place. 


It is true I am free, that is isa "ke ok of 


which I have wished to taste before I die. 
As to fortune, philosophy is not necessary to 
make me disregard it.  Ishall earn my daily 
bread as a man—there | is no higher fortune 
- than that. 8 

1 cannot, madam, — 85 to-motrow by the 
honour you would do me; but to prove to 
you that it is not Fong M. Saurin that pre- 


vents 


„ — ra. 


„A. © od 


14¹ 
vents. me, I am ready to dine with lim en 
n hen day you please to ene 
I have the honour to be, 5 
e nne, ee 3 
ede F + ++» Lour's, be. 


ene ad can assure em ” Afar: 
quio6id Houdetot that so long as he shall have 


reason to believe that she entertains the same 
If, and a return of which : 


sentiments with hims 

is due to him, he shall neither count nor re- 

gret the unnecessary steps he has walked to 

see her, but shall consider himself amply in- 

demnified for an hundred unsuecessful vi- 

Sits, by finding her once at home. Other 

wise he declares, that he should consider a 

single step as unworthily thrown away, and 

the receiving his visits as a robbery, | since 

N esteem is the Sacred and indis- 
pensible- 1 
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pensible condition, upon which all his in- 
tercourse, except what arises from the ne- 
cessities of his affairs, is founded, and with- 

out which he is firmly determined never to 
make a voluntary visit to _ coating what- 


the visits of per- 


1 fot that L receive 
sons for whom I have no esteem, but it is 
by compulsion ; I do not-conceal that I de- 
spise them; but as they are accommodating, 
they endure my contempt, in order to gain 
their ends. When, however, I-who wish to 
betray no one, give myself the trouble of 
making a visit, it is to do honour to, and to 
be honoured by, my friend. I testify my 
esteem for him by waiting on him, and he 
testiſies his for me, by receiving me. Should 
he unfortunately refuse me, if he be candid, 
he shall soon be undeceived, or 409m: be eaged 

of my visits. 5 

Such are my W if * 3 — 7 with 
those. of Madame la 'Marquise d Houdetot 
I shall be transported with joy—If they differ 
from hers, I should be glad that she would 
3 | | tell 
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tell me in what that difference consists , but 
if she rather chuse to say nothing to me, 
that will be speaking sufficiently clearly. I 
| pe. of n to Pu of . sentiments of 
1 | AovekpAv. 
"This 1 7 was written on the receipt of 
that which M adame la Marquise d' Houdetot 
has sent me, but not wishing to trust it to the 
Petty Post, I have waited until 1 was able to 


be the bearer of it myself. „ 


| LETTER 
£ 3 25 3 & F Sr f 
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LETTER XXVII. 


an eswe or MADAME "RT ROM 


70 conFEss I did not believe that the pre- 
cautions T took to render the reception of 

M. Rousseau certain, were capable of being 
misunderstood. I shall take these precau- 
tions no more, since they occasion me to re- 
ceive letters so little conformable to those 
sentiments of friendship I have declared for 
him. I always believed that his visits ho- 
noured me, and that I honoured him in re- 
ceiving them. I have no more reason to 
correct my ideas on this than on any other 
Subject. | 
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ORIGINAL LETTERS, 
of "of 


LETTER I. 
 BUTTA-FUOCO TO J. ROUSSEAU: 


: | MEZIERES, AUG. 31, 1764. 
ILL you have the goodness, sir, to 
permit a Corsican, full of esteem 
for you, to venture to break in upon your 
retreat? Your occupations have no other 
object than the happiness of mankind. 
alone would give me confidence to > ial 
you, even though you should not detest ty- 
ranny, nor sympathize with the unfortunate 


objects of its oppression. 
„ | In 
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. ; 1 2 ; 


In your * Social Contract,” you have men- 
tioned the Corsicans in a very favourable man- 
ner. Such an eulogium proceeding from a 
pen of so much sincerity, is certainly flatter- 
ing. .Nothing can be more calculated to ex- 
cite emulation, and a desire of doing still 
better. It has made the Corsican nation 
wish, that you were inclined to become 
the sage counsellor who should devise the 
means of preserving that liberty, which it 
has cost so much blood to acquire. The 
Corsicans hope that you will be disposed to 
employ in their behalf your talents, your 
beneficence, your virtue, your zeal for the 
interest of mankind, and particularly for those 
who have been the 5 85 of the most Bray 
cul tyranny. 7-6 LHige 
Mien of genius, men of elaine; clic who 
ow, do not disdain, sir, to conse- 
Tights to the happiness of a na- 


tion; the more unfortunate she is, the greater 
is her right to expect such a sacrifice. Cor- 
sica is but too well nn from the cruel 

1 situation 
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situation to which it has been reduced by the 
culpable administration of the republic of 
Genoa, which forced this people to shake off 
an: insupportable yoke, that every day in- 
creased in weight. The abuse of power (a 
power limited by convention) has produced 
this salutary ray and enen our de- 
liverance.  _ 7 
Our progress has 3 but PEE: but our 
means have been, and still are, so slender, 
that it is astonishing we should have come to 
dread it no longer. But the love of liberty 
renders men capable of the most extraordi- 
nary undertakings. Would it not be a subject 
of regret, if the greatest advantages should 
not be drawn from the present fortunate situ- 
ation of Corsica, to choose a government 
the most conformable to reason and hu- 
manity, —a government the best fitted to fix 
in that island the abode of liberty. 71 
A nation must not expect to 8 happy 
and flourishing, through any other means 
| than 0 ho * 3 institutions. Our 
$ - . isle, 


* 


1 - 
41 hs 
— 7 5 
5 er 
+2 * 
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isle, as you very justly observe, sir, is ca- 


pable of receiving a good system of legisla- 
tion. But it requires a legislator; it requires 


a man of your principles; a man whose hap- 


piness is independent of us; a man who, 


thoroughly knowing human nature, and sa- 
tisfied with a remote glory resulting from the 


progress of time, should be disposed to $0w | 


in one age, and to reap in another. 

Will yop condescend, by tracing the plan 
. of a political system, to co-operate towards 
the happiness of a whole nation? 
In the present state of the Corsican go- 
vernment, all the necessary changes might 
be introduced without inconvenience. But 


this is a very delicate matter; and ought to 


be treated by persons who, like you, are ac- 
quainted with the true foundations of the po- 


litical and civil rights of society, and of the 


individuals who compose . 
Corsica is neariy in those circumstances 
which you require for establishing a code of 
1 It has not yet sustaine 

* 
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yoke of laws; it has no dread af being 
overwhelmed by a sudden invasian ; it can 
dispense with the assistance of other nations; 
it is neither rich, nar poor; it has a sufficieney 
within itself; its prejudices will nat be dif- 
ficult to destroy; and I will venture ta say, 
that the wants of nature will there he found 
united to these of 8ociety. 
Persons who examine the ae only of 
chings; and who do not judge of effects by 
their causes, reproach the Corsicans with dis- 
positions which are not peculiar to them, hut 
which belong ta all men when left to them- 
selves. The incessant murders which deso- 
lated Corsica, under the Genoese adminis- 
tration, gave room to those imputations. But 
nobody knows better than you, sir, that men 
posgess the fatal right of inflicting vengeance, 
themselves, when it is refused to them by 
those who have the legitimate power of ex- 
ercising it. The Corsicans love justice; they 

demand it of their prince; he owes it to all; 


he is appointed for that purpose, and the 
| word 


r e OY eee 


sword was 0e to bim only upon that 
condition. But if this prince protect, in- 
stead of punishing, the guilty ; if he promote 
disunion, civil war, assassination, and all those 
horrors which he ought to prevent; to whom 
then, ought the unhappy victims of hatred, 
absolute power, and impunity, to have re- 
course? May they not repel force by force? 
it cannot be doubted that, in circumstances 
$0 critical, the people may re- assume those 
rights which you have so strongly established 
by the Social Contract.“ They ought, in- 
deed, to avoid the effusion of human blood, 
and attend to the preservation of individuals. 
But, amidst such dreadful convulsions, it is 
not, at first, an easy task to make the voice 
of reason heard by an unbridled multitude, 
accustomed to insolence and insubordination. 
Time will be necessary to open their eyes, 
and to bring them, by the progress of rea- 
son, to distinguish those monsters, who go- 
verned them for the sole pleasure of making 
them destroy each other. This change could 
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not have been the work of a moment, be- 
cause, all being in a state of barbarism, it 
was very difficult to find men of superior un- 
derstandings, to acquire over the multitude 
that authority which is so necessary to per- 
suasion. Time and patience have, at length, 
united the Corsicans. They have emerged 
from their brutishness: they have seen their 
chains, have felt their weight, and have 
broken them asunder. Restored to liberty, 
they wish to be bound by ties suited to the 
condition of man; they are anxious that 
their posterity should FOE. the fruit of 
their labours. | 
I will venture to Frey that n will fad : 
Seen principles of virtue and morality 
among the Corsicans. They are humane, 
religious, hospitable, beneficent, keep their 
word, possess honour and good faith, and 
excepting in the case of private revenge, 
which is, very rarely exercised at present, 
assassinations are much less frequent among 
them than among other nations. Their wo- 


men are e, and solely occupied i in the 
manage- 


hi 
gement of domestic affairs, and the edu- : 


cation of their children. They are not seen 


hurrying after assemblies, balls, and banquets. 
They are less agreeable than the other wo- 
men af Europe, but they are notwithstand- 
ing very estimahle. 5 : 7 
The Corsicans have neither arts, dot 
ences, manufactures, riches, nor luxury 


But what does that signify, since none of 


those things are necessary to make un 
„ 


| I well know, sir, that the tatk" which 1 


presume to request you to undertake, re- 
quires a complete knowledge of the details 


that relate to the political system. Should 


| you deign to undertake it, I shall begin 
with communicating all that my feeble un- 
derstanding and my attachment to my coun- 


try dictate; proceeding upon your princi- 


ples and Hove nod the e Montes. 
guten. 


I $hall then Ane to procure for you 


rom Corsica, such information as you may 
need, and which will be furnished to us by 


the 
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chief, and such of my fellow-countrymen as 
have had an opportunity of knowing your 
productions, unite with all Europe in those 
sentiments of esteem which you have 80 
justly acquired. In you they behold with 
admiration the man of integrity and the ci- 
tizen, always inseparable from the author. 
But I forbear to say more; it belongs only to 
your works and your life, to pronounce your 
eulogium in a manner worthy of your « cha- 
racter. ; 
I flatter myself, Sir, that you will not be of- 
fended at the liberty I take in addressing my- 
self to you. If I knew a man more capable 
of answering my expectations, I should cer- 
tainly have no hesitation to solicit him; be- 
ing of opinion that it is no disobligation to 
men who love and profess virtue, to furnish 
them with an occasion of exercising it in be- 
half of an unfortunate people, who, knowing 
the horror of their past, and the instability | 
of their-present, situation, wish to build for 
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the future, a rational edifice upon a _ and 
ever durable foundation. 
have the honour to be, with all bonne 5 
esteem and meme 
sR, 82 
Pour very 7 and 
+ obedient Servant, 
©. BUTTA-FUOCo, 
| Copitaine-aide-major of the 
ou Italian regiment. 8 


To M. 7 AF Rousseau,. Citizen of 
2 by Neufchatel. 0 


Nousseau's answer to the above letter may 
be seen in Vol. XXIX. page 163, of the 
French edition des Associẽés of his works. 
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N e LETTER 11. SO 
 BUTTA-FUOCO 70 7 3.1 ROUSSEAV. ; 


ane or. . 3, 1764. 


Ar nad be o superfiuous, sir, to tell you the 
pleasure I felt on receiving your letter. It is 
worthy of you, of your virtue, and the ge- 
nerosity of your soul, to embrace the cause 
of humanity with zeal, with warmth, and 
with passion. The Corsicans would remain 
wretched, notwithstanding their success, if a 
beneficent hand did not conduct them to hap- 
piness by a wise political code. I anticipate 
with satisfaction the prosperity that will re- 
sult from it, and by being the bearer of such 
good tidings in the voyage which I am abaut 
to make to Corsica, I am preparing a very 
agreeable moment for M. Paoli. 

Since you have zeal; I am easy, sir, as to 
the rest; certainly nothing will be wanting to 
you. I flatter. myself with the hope that 


FP wall come and receive upon the spot the 
infor- 


158 
information relative to the country and its in- 


habitants. If this hope should not be accom- 
plished, we shall do our best to. give such ex- 


planations and memorandums as you may 


desire. You will have the goodness to di- 


rect our proceedings, by pointing out the 
objects to which the correspondence will 


refer. But I must begin with requesting 


your indulgence for myself and those who 


by frankly avowing my insufficiency. I can 
tans more Gan m7 you wes x * 
are all 1 a 
Vour health, sir, is * gives me most 

concern. It is connected with our Happiness ; 
and lin praying for the prosperity of our coun- 
try, we ought to add very sincere vows for 
your preservation. We will place our hopes 
in Providence; it has resolved that the Corsi- 
cans Should shake off a tyrannical yoke ;\ it has 
resolved that, notwithstanding their extreme 
wretchedness, their disunion, and their feeble 
. resvuroes, they Should confound the pride of 

0 us the 1s insolent and cruel. 
5 ) ; That 


2 is ü 


shall be charged with it. I do myself justice 


"© 59 


That same Providente will watch over the 
safety of a man who must be dear to the 
Deity, and to all who love justice and truth; 


it will be pleased that in an undertaking a 


noble and so sacred, you should find an alle- 
viation 1 your sorroms and misfortunes, _ 
COMPENCce of a ER nen ü 


to virtue. 
Vour voyage to G sir, och re- 
move many difficulties. A short residence 
there, would give you a variety of informa- 
tion which it would be difficult to procure 
from lation of others. Your passage 
thither would be neither tedious, difficult, 
er eee ſara Magi You would 
have no obstacle to. apprehend. When you 
have proceeded as far as Leghorn, it will require 
only twenty-four hours, and sometimes less, 
to pass over to Corgica, You might choose 
the most favourable season and the lightest _ 

vessel. The Emperor's flag is most fre- 

quently seen on our coasts; and it is very 
much 'respected by the Genoese. The air 
of the * good. I shall say no- 
* 
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thing of the pleasure, the ardour, with which 
you would be there received. You would 

find in our cottages the simplicity, frugality, 
and, above all, the good heart, of Philemon. 
Vou might personally judge of the outrages 
committed by an incessant tyranny. You 
could observe the frightful condition to prhich 
we have been reduced. 

_ You must well know, sir, how important 
it would be to have the constitution imme- 
diately fixed; but it is very proper to wait 
for the result of your labours, and to rely 
upon your zeal. It is reasonable that you 
should begin the work with self. satisfaction; 
which being premised, I am convinced that it 
will obtain the suffrage, not only of the 
Corsican nation, and its leaders, but of those 
of all Europe.—But, sir, without too much 
pressing you, or at the same time, delaying 
the good of society, would it not be possible 
to lay the preliminary foundations, by a pro- 
 visional form of government moulded upon 

those principles which are to n the basis 
ie bales 


3 
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It. is only on the supposition, sirz that 


there is no intention of attacking our li- 
berty, that we entreat the precious sacrifice 
of your time. If we shall have no other 
enemies to combat than the Genoese, we 
may regard it as secured; we may expect 


that we shall be able to vanquish them. Our 


poverty, it is true, will not ꝓermit us to ex- 
pel them, so soon as we otherwise might, 
from the maritime strongholds; but that we 
shall effect in time. M. Montesquieu justly 
says, that gold must, at last, be exhausted, 
but that po- a ee and gy: never 
are exhausted. : | 17 


As to the F dnnn troops alin; pass into our 
land it does not appear, sir, that their ob- 
ject is to make war upon us. I feel, as 1 


ought to do, the justice which you do to my 


sentiments upon this subject, and if an o 


casion should offer, I shall not belie it. I 
presume that, at most, they will offer the 

King's mediation for peace; but it is pro- 
bable that the offer will not be accepted. In 
this: Ab if the French troops preserve a 
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complete neutrality, the Corsicans will have 
to fight with the Genoese only for the town 
of Bonifacio, Which remains in their hands. 
The views of every one will then be directed 
towards the best possible state of the in- 
terior ; and the form of the government 
become the eee eee attention. 


yet — wy all the ewe 3 
it is a fact, that a great part of them as 
to admit it. The Pope has set the example 
in the mission of an apostolic Visitor. The 
Prelate has been sent over at the request of 
position of Genoa, his credentials have been 
addressed to the national government; nor 
did he proceed to exercise his functions till 
after he had verified his commission. Tus- 
cuny is wholly on our side. The vessels of 
that nation carry on a petty traffic with our 
coasts, and bring us every thing we want, 
even un.. 3 . the Genoese 
; | daring 
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| 1 to search them. The Corsican flag 
b ei. egpected, and protected, at 

_ rn. The regency, which acts me 
| ing to the Emperor's instructions, treats us 
as an independent power; and the kings of 
Naples and Sardinia permit their subjects to 
trade with us. The latter goes even farther; 
for he orders our flag to be respected on 
. the coasts of his dominions. He has also 
caused one of our ships, that had been seized 
by the Gengese on the coast of Sardinia, to 
be restoxed ; and the vessel has been con- 
ducted into our ports at the expence of the 
Republic. In short, all the powers of Italy | 
regard us as a free nation, and take an * 
terest in our fate. 

A complete gade of le gislation would be 
for us one of the greatest benefits. It be- 
longs to you, sir, to choose what task on 
think most expedient. We do not ish to 
push our indiscretion so far, as to exact 
any thing inconsistent with your own in- 
clinations. We have already, it is true, 3 
. of vil laws, called the s/arute gf Core 
ff.. 


4 — 
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sica, which I can send to you. I think it 
will be much better to recast, and adapt it to 
the political system, than to mould the latter 
upon the s/atute. But you will form a deci- 
sion, sir, and whatever the work be which 
you choose to undertake, it must excite in us 
a gratitude as sincere as the object 18 e 
and praise-Worthy. 
I shall be a few days in Paris, whence I 
Shall proceed to Provence, and thence. to 
Corsica. Tf you wish to write to me, I can 
have your letter on my way to Aix, which 
will be some time between the 20th and. the 
30th of this month. If you desire it, I will 
send you several performances respecting 
Corsica. There are two books in justifica- 
tion of the present war. They are not ex- 
ecuted by the hand of a master, but the 


0 complaints and arguments of the nation are 


there discussed at length; they are in want 
only of a more regular form. But the Cor- 
sicans need: a great deal of indulgence i in every 
respect; and it is not wholly their own fault 
that they are ignorant. We have, also, a 

E 77 I, 8 8 | 
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* CE * 
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history of our country down to the sixteenth 
century; and a number of other composi- 
tions besides, which, reduced to their real 
value, would form but a very small volume. 
You will have the goodness to inform me by 
what conveyance I may transmit these dif- 
ferent performances. from Corsica, Provence, 
or Mezieres, where the regiment is at pre- 
sent, and where I likewise URvS Several of 
the works. f | 
T have the honour to be with all bebe 
consideration, . 
sin, 
Vour very bünbie b 
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ahbe the answer in Vol. XXIX. page 168, 
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| BUTTA-FUOCO To I 1. ROUSSEAU. 

a” 8 eee Nov. 10, 1764.” 4 
| Continued excursions, sir, have pre- 
vented my answering your letter of the 
15th of October. 1 take advantage of this 
passing instant of repose, to. ACCUSE. elt 
of having received it. 

I do not wish to give, up "he hope of 
seeing you in our island next spring. Your 
friendship for the Corsicans will give you 
strength. In the mean time you will re- 
ceive the collection I have been able to 
make in provence. This packet will be sent 
off from Aix on the 2d, for M. Boy de la 
Dur; you will also receive another from 
the regiment, and I shall transmit you a 
third from Corsica, immediately on my ar- 
rival there. | 

The Provisional form of government be- 


=o 


167 ; | 
Fw ance settled, we can better wait for the 


1 code of legislation. The period of 


shment will be that which suits 
nience; as we are satisfied that 
1 make the en, as ee 1 


a e S's 


I am soon to set eff . 
I | chall pt as to our o 
that which mos! But, 
bir, 1 observe with pain, that you hl 


confidence in my feeble capacity.” BY 
ws be very flattering to me to be able 


to o justify gy pon RENE which 20h en- 
little 1 Daune it, the more anxious am 1 to 


nothing _— n * must zuppix“ wy 
Wr ee 

I hope you will Ja nie to enter into 
some details respeciing the manner in which 
the subject should be treated; since to me 
it is a matter of as le deleaey than enn, 
cult and new. . 

I shall now dexcride Paoli to you, ths sin- 


cerity. 


ject; it be- 


attain it. But I repeat to you that I possess 


7 


nine years of age, was 
never married, and has no desire of being 
so. At the time of the pacification of Cor- 
Sica under Marshal de Maillebois, his father, 
who was one of the national generals, passed 
at Naples by the title of Colonel. He car- 
ried his son thither when very young, and 
obtained a place for him in the military aca- 
demy. After the French troops withdrew 
from Corsica, in the year 1754, . Ga forio, 
General in Chief of the Corsicans, was as- 
sassi nated by the emissaries of the Genoese 
republic. M. Paoli, who had been in the 
service of the King of Naples, passed over 
to Corsica, served one campaign as a vo- 
lunteer, and was then promoted to the chief 
command. 8 His zeal, his attachment to the 5 
public welfare, and his superior talents, ren- 
dered him worthy of this honour. He has 
not disappointed the expectation that was en- 
tertained of him. He has aspired to the 
honour only of delivering his country from 
the most cruel yoke; he has no other am- 


| 11 esteem him too eee apt; to hi © that; 


after. being the Saviour,” he will voluntarily 
become a citize 
interest require him to become one. In my 
opinion, even if his attachr 
good should not carry him so far, the glory 
and celebrity of his name in future _ 1 
induce him to adopt that conduct. Te 
If Sylla's abdication, after unn thei SY 
—_—_ his country, procured him the 


esteem of his countrymen and the whole 
world, how much greater reason would there 
be to admire such an act of the Corsican Ge- 
ieral, after VO EE: the chains, his 


: opts i FÞ „ les ON } © 1 


At the time of w eme bis N . 
was exorbitant. He proposed the subjects of 
deliberation, and his advice was of very great 


weight, and almost always decisive of the ge- 
neral voice. From his judgment in civil ac- 
tions there was no appeal. He commanded 


| the e that is, the whole nation; because 
$1 every 


of his country, should its 


ent to the public | 
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* þ lute, not ax of eight): but in fact. 


has dissipated the state of chaos. Subaltern 


e eee have been appointed for the ma- 


1af uber ee er een eee 


hinmelf is ae 20 xhis: body repre- 


sents the sovereign, when the —_— as- 
recen worth er. Pieves is not sitting. ah 
M. Paoli mee eee ie in his 0e 


EY though very slender, he has effected 
much. He has a' fine hape, a fair com- 
lexion, blue are ar of wy and fire, and 

prightly ignified. In short, were 
vou but acquainted: with kim, T am con- 
_ vinced you would love anc 
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— of his authority. — 


e e 0b his — ad eich 


esteem him; and | 
that is, in OE opinion, the best eulogium 1 
can confer. Undertake, as I hope you will, 
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your intentions especting the undertaking 
which we were concerned. But I should 


be inconsolable, had I to reproach myself 
with being the cause of that change. I 


have communicated your letters and my own 
to none but undoubted friends. I am, there- 
fore, well assured that the reports which have 
been propagated respecting yourself and Cor- 


sica, cannot implicate either them or me. 1 


shewed your letters to Paoli; and he en- 


| tertains the utmost esteem and gratitude to- 


s you. Since the arrival of the French 


| troops, he has been continually in motion. 
He is just returned from the other side of 


the mountains, where his presence has esta. 


blished good order; which the emissaries of 


the Republie endeavoured to disturb. They 
expected that the French troops v 


that the intention of their king was not to 
excite disturbances among us, but, on the 
Contrary, to contribute to the maintenance of 


en and en union, the evil FRO are 


at 


7 ould faci- 
litate their views. But, these having declared 
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I begged of you, sir, in my letter of the 


10th of November from Fontainebleau, to 
address e letters for me to M. le Comte 


de Marbeuy 


forth, you may address them directly to 
myself. 1 sent you, under cover to M. 
Boy de la To our, a. packet which vou must 


have received, and also another which was | 


to have been conveyed to you from Per- 
pignan. I will endeavour to collect and 


transmit to you, every thing that has a re- 
ference to our object. 


1 flatter myself, sir, that you will ts 
the goodness to answer mg, and to de- 


liver me from my present perplexity. It 
would be painful for me, on my own ac- 


count, to give up the expectation of hear- ; 
ing from you, but much more so on ac- 


count of my country, which I would wish 


to serve, even by putting it under obliga- 


* to or But, happen what may, no- 
OG 


„ àt Bastia. I had then no per- 
son to trangmit them to me. But, hence- 


- I, - 


WP OW Ys OBOE FS EA rr As Hr rs 


* 
# 
4 * 
| 
Fa 
Ty 
x 
* W + 
= : 
; 
: U 


* 


4 


FUoi 


7 


14 


9 


1 


BUT 


5 
2 
b : 
3 
. 8 N w 
8 
* * A . % 
„ 2 a 
. 4. 
- 9 


8 1 
5 , 
* — * 
* > * 
K * 
4.2 
bo 1 8 ar A 
& N WL” ab 
15 by 
* 3 
— A ; * 
8 — Ba 
Ges 12 — * 0 ” a. 
Wn * 
1 : e 
2 . 
S 7 * 
p 74 
1 fa : 1 N 4 * N 
%2 0 
: . 1 „ 


7 5 
£472 


: 
Se 


3 To Rag”, N 
0 8 
** 8 
Ha” 0 
N 9 8 ( 
8 2 2 
Wy N 2 . 
wa — 1 , 
5 ** 2 
8 « : 2 
12 7 "2-4 . 
* 2 3 2 
Fa. . 4 er 


* 
"> 
fe 
> 
£'* = 
N 4 7 
+ 5 
- 
rs mY * 
5 * 
* 
= 


| 


175 
1 f | 
| * } # 6 1 5 5 1 2 > 5 | F : 

EE, »‚„‚„!: ! 28 ” 
9 — 1 48 18 x Aas. 8 "RE + bY FORE 2 . W . $4.7 8 


x 
WET 
No 


55 1816 Sts 


1,72 beg * £4 4 18; £ * g 5 22 of © 1 ; 1 5 44 * þ - 8 J 
e , 4 SF $13 Lab 1 in e ALA „ 
* 


48. 145 { 7 is 5 7 8 4 FLE LE rn 2 ER. v. 5 1 9 pry 8 « 
KOREANS — AE : F255 36 3 2 bf 64 7 8 


boch To b "ou AYTOOD ick 

. 1 EA „ 5 
r 
4 e #3, . i * e e fs LR 


yy RE. 3 * 
+ LEDs oh wal 41 3 BEL: 


e gs asse, & APRIL TR 1765. 
api bo you, sir, the answer of M. Prot. 
Some time ago 1 addressed to you a letter 


from him, f inviting, you to.come to Corsica. 
You can judge from both, how much he de- 
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sires to see vou in this country. As to 'my- 
self, never did T 80 pasSionately | wish for 
any thing else. 8 wh 8 
Wy © very sincerely,,. sir, participate in your 
troubles; and we should be very happy i in 
contributing to. alleviate them. May you 
find in our isle that peace and tranquillity 
which you 5igh ; after! May you there live 
happy and long enoug] to behold the ac- 
Lomplishment of your labours, long enough 
to confer celebrity on this nation by your 
writings, and by your counsels] Among the 
e you 1 will find men of feeling hearts 
5 25 3 who 
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who will themselves suffer on beholding 
your sufferings. I shall think my country 
happy when it shall have in its bosom the 
defender of humanity, he friend of the arts 
and sciences—in a word, the friend of vir- 
tue. The asylum which it offers according 
to your wishes, will confer as much honour 
upon it, in the estimation of posterity, as the 
constancy . with which it has combated for 
its liberty. It will prove to your persecu- 
| tors, that. if our manners be still barbarous, 
we ourselves are not so; and they will learn, 
at least from us, to respect oppressed virtue. 
Besides, sir, in Corsica you will be free, 
and disencumbered of all engagements, You 
will employ yourself 1 in whatever shall be 
most agreeable to you, or in nothing. at all, 
if such be your inclination. I am not at all 
anxious, lest you should not make yourself 
be generally loved. Strangers are, in general, 
favourably received by the Corsicans. No 
enquiry is made as to what religion they pro- 
fess. The Priests and monks there live in a 
state of happy ignorance. They have no in- 


om in civil _ and, beyond the bounds 
of 


e ee de ae you ven e 
_ think sir, you should come by Leghorn, You = 
oe call nee . end rpg Cor 
cany. "He i a native of Cop one of my 
on a man of civility, intelligence, and 
discretion, and also a 'fellow-patriot. I 
tops you will be satisfied with him. He 
will procure for you all the means of trans- 
porting yourself to , Corsica with your house- 
| keeper and luggage. You must contrive 
matters so as to land at Foce de Golo near 
the village where I reside. You will there 
have the goodness to accept not one of the 
best lodgings, but offered with a cheerful 
heart, until we can procure one to your 
wishes. But I ought to inform you, that 
if you intend to keep house, it will be ne- 
cessary to bring with you bedding, kitchen- 
utensils, and linen of all kinds; because 


who will themselves suffer on beholding 
your sufferings. I shall think my country 
happy when it shall have'in its bosom the 
defender of humanity, the friend of the arts 
and'sciences—in a word, the friend of vir- 
tue. The asylum which it offers according 
to vour wishes, will confer as much honour 
upon it, in the estimation of posterity, as the 
constancy , with which it has combated for 
its liberty. It will. prove to your persecu- 
5 tors, that if « our Manners be still barbarous, | 
we ourselves are not $0 ; and they will learn, | 
at least from us, to respect oppressed virtue. 
Besides, sir, in Corsica you will be free, 
and disencumbered of all engagements, You 
will employ yourself i in whatever shall be 
most agreeable to you, or in nothing At all, 
if such be your inclination. J am not at all 
anxious, lest you should not make yourself 
be generally loved. Strangers are, in general, 
favourably received. by the Corsicans. No 
enquiry is made as to what religion they. pro- 
fess. The priests and monks there live in 2 
state of happy ignorance. They have no in- 


fluence i in civil _ and, beyond the bounds 
of 


think sir, you 3 come hs te You _ 
may call upon M. le Comte de Nivarola, Co- 
lonel-general of the King of Sardinia in Tus- 
cany. He is a native of Corsica, one of my 
3 a man of civility, intelligence, and 
discretion, and also à fellow-patriot. I 
. you will be satisfied with him. He 

will procure for you all the means of trans- 

porting yourself to Corsica with your house- 

| keeper and luggage. You must contrive 
matters so as to land at Foce de Golo near 

the village where I reside. You will there 
have the goodness to accept not one of the 
best lodgings, but offered with a cheerful 
heart, until we can procure one to your 

wishes. But I ought to inform you, that 
if you intend to keep house, it will be ne- 
cessary to bring with you bedding, kitchen- 

utensils, and linen of all kinds; because 
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LETTER vi. 
ura F voc To 1. 1. ROUSSEAU. 


yRICOTARo; or. 19, 1765... 7 


wa is now a considerable time, sir, since I 
8 your last ein and that inclosed in 
it for M. Paoli. Both of us have learnt with 
extreme pleasure ths confirmed protection of 
the King of Prussia. The great King, and 
great philosopher cannot but do great things, 

among which, the security which he has 
granted you in his states, is not the smallest, 
nor to him the least honourable. _ i 
I delayed writing to you, as I. intended to . 

set off for France, and to go to see you; 
but having put off that voyage, I hasten to let 
you know how I am. You give me a very fa- 
vourable opinion of a short manuscript, dated 
from Vescovado. But, sir, it is not my per- 
formance; it belongs to you, to Machiavel, 
and the president Montesquieu. My only 
merit Sonnets. in tacking together your ideas ; 
1 „ _ suffi- 


sufficiently happy, if the work be adapted 

to the country for which I undertook the la- 
bour. It is not from motives of vanity that 
I composed it. I love my country ; I wish 
to be useful to it, and to inspire every one 


| with the same desire. If this production 


have no influence in fixing a constitution, it 
will, at least, be a proof of my zeal for the 
prosperity of my country, a tribute which 
ought to be paid by every good citizen. 
It was read in full assembly, the year it 
was written; it appeared to give consider- 
able satisfaction, and several institutions were 
ded upon its suggestions. But it would 
require much time and labour, to carry the 
whole into practice, even if adopted. Try, 
sir, what you can make of it. Correct, aug- 
ment, diminish ; L entirely abandon it to you; 
eee to turn it to some account. 
I shall, by and by, entrust you with ano- 
ther small work on the Corsican revolu- 
tion. I do not read much; but of the little 
which 1 do read, I generally make extracts, 


| when it has any bonnection with the state of 
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this country. This performance is derived 


from the different books which justify our 


conduct; from those of J. J. Rousseau, Al- 


gernon Sidney, Montesquieu, and Gordon. 
I have not the vanity to assume the awkward 


decoration of the peacock's feathers. On the 


_ contrary, I think there is much greater merit 


in ingenuously telling the truth, than in try- 


ing to appear what I really am not. It is 


enough to have a native honesty of heart, de- 


void of ostentation ; in -every other respect, 
we ought to give Cæsar those things which 
are Cæsar's, and to enjoy only . which 
are our own. _ 

_ Having seen it stated in the publie a 
that you neither send, nor receive, any more 
letters by post, L send this under cover to Mrs. 
Bo de la Tour, and Co. at Lyons. Do me 


the kindness to let me know how you are, 


and assure yourself of the inviolable attach- 
ment, with which I have the honour to be, 
Tour ny humble, &c. 
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OP OLISLE-STREET, de e eee 5 


. %%%... av 2, 1768. „„ 
many apologies to make to you, 5 
having so long delayed to ac- 
th honour you have done me. 
| deferred answering you until our friend —_ 
should be established, and have had some 
trial of his situation. Taking h ; ; 
character i into account, 


186 | 
don, in Derbyshire, a country celebrated for 

its wild natural beauties. M. Davenport, a 
very good, as well as a very rich man, has 
given him a house in which he very seldom 
resides hi self; and as he keeps a table 
there for those of his domestics who take 
care of the house and gardens, it is no in- 
convenience to accommodate our 3 575 and 
his gouvernante with all that persons so sober 
and moderate can desire. He has the good- 
ness to accept thirty pounds sterling a year 
for their board; for, without that, our friend 
would not set his foot in the house.; If i it be 
possible for a man to live without occupa- 
tion, without books, without society, and 
without sleep, he will not quit this wild 
and solitary place, where all the circum- 
stances which he ever required, seem to 
concur for the purpose of rendering him 
happy. But I dread the weakness and in- 
quietude. natural to every man, and, above 
all, to a man of his character. I should not 

be surprized that he had soon quitted this re- 
treat. But in that case, he will be obliged 


to 


to ** that he did not know - his. Own 
F ere that man was not made to be 
alone. As to the rest, he has been per- 
" footly: well received. in this country; every 
one was anxious to shew him civilities; and 
the N e was even a eee 


by 
1 3 e F : 
R 5 


formec you of the. aa which he has 

received from the King of England. The 
secrecy which was. wished to be observed re- 
| gpecting this affair, is a circumstance which 
7 much pleases our friend. He has, in a small 

degree, the weakness of wishing to make 
himself interesting, by complaining of his po- 
| eme _ il health. But I accidentally dis- 
covered, that he has some pecuniary re- 
sources, small, indeed, but which he con- 
cealed from us when he gave us an account 

of his funds. As to what regards his health, 
it appears to me to be rather robust than 
infirm; at least if we except the fits of me- 
lancholy and spleen to which he is subject. 
This is a great loss: he is very agreeable in 
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1 Do not 7 2 3 you . all 
of the late events which have happened to 


the poor unfortunate Rousseau, who has be- 
come entirely extravagant, and who is an ob- 


ject of the greatest compassion. It is about 
three weeks since he set off, without giving 
the least notice of it, from M. Davenport's 


| house, carrying with him only his gou- 


vernante, and: leaving behind the greatest 


part. of his effects, and about thirty guineas | 


in money. There was also found on his 
table a letter full of reproaches against his 


host, whom he accused of having been an 


. accomplice in a plot of mine to ruin and 
dishonour him. He tock the road to Lon- 
don; and M. Davenport begged of me to 


search for him, and to learn how his bag- 


ak 
oy 3 4 
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gage and money should be sent to him. 
7 e was heard of him for a. fortnight; 2 


when, 


when, at length, the Chancellor received 
from him a Boßt extravagant letter, dated 
from Spalding in Lincolnshire. He tells this 
magistrate that he is on his way to Dover 
with the design of quitting the kingdom (ob- 
serve that Spalding is quite out of the road); 
but that he dare not proceed one step further, 
nor even go out of doors, from the fear of 
bis enemies. He then conjures the Chan- 
cellor to send him a guide authorised to con- 
duct him, and he requests this as the last act 
of hospitality of this nation towards him. A 
few days after, T learnt from M. Daven- 
port, that he had received a fresh letter 
from Rousseau dated also from Spalding, in 
which he testified the most lively repent- 
ance. He speaks of his sad and unfortu- 
nate situation, and mentions his design of 
returning to his first retreat at Wooton. I 
hoped that he would have recovered his 
understanding; but by no means. At the 
end of a few hours General Conway received 
a letter from him, dated at De about two 


i hundred miles — hs He 


"this ny mene Noching e can bod more ab- 
. een Wan He ere he. is-a 

eee 5 ations (rem * Kr. —_ 

to quit the kingdom: he represents the dan- 
ger which he runs of being assassinated; and 
while he declares that he has been disho- 


noured in England, during his life, he pre- 
* thine his m 


mory will be done justice to 
aſter his death. He says that he has com- 
pos hy a bau of memoirs, which relate 
Pri . to the treatment he has received 
„and are state of captivity in 
is detained. If the General will be 
o gra nt rh permission to depart, 
ansmit to him this volume, which is 
d in | cafe. hands, and never shall 
ar from any thing zune | 


e in the third person, he adds, 2 as 
ii a ray of reason had suddenly penetrated | 
is. nes, 66 * that he for ever abandons the 
| „ * 
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project of writing his life and memoirt; but 
chat there will n never rnape, from him, either 


befal en fr England: thathe will never 5 
speak of M. Hume, or, that he will never 
N wil kim rag with honour; ee 


as to several 
won him in the — ——— 
be 1 without Segue,” ee em te 
and jealousy by that unhappy inelination 
which is the result of his misfortunes, and 
which nom gien them the finizhing blow.” 
Il. inform you of all these details dt von T 
prov Bren he Poor man is absolutely mad, 5 
and, consSeqt ntly that he is not in a situa- 
tion to be pgs. qonichs nor an object of 
oer 0 Calais; t being now within the 


| * Addy! be arrested, and wakes . by 
| OC" WEE A egard ' ; 


tation, 5 


ituation. when les in Pri I remarked 
— mmon animosity against 
„en r of Several members of that 
revive ths: wb adn ad bitter 
fore, seems to me important 
2 of weight and merit chould. 
in order that the enemies of this unhappy 
man, seeing their revenge fully gratiied by 
_ Wap "punt misfortunes, may no longer add to 
the b of affliction s t00'SEVEre ia 
See ar 3 3 
in this Point of view, if he should write to 
his court concerning” it; and 1 address this 
letter to you unsealed, and under cover 
to M. de 3 in ease you should have 
left ee At; . necessary ann n or he, 


. 7rudame will as Jois hi arenen, 
1 have no doubt that” by your united 
efforts, and on a subject 80 reasonable, yon 


will procure him complete safety. If he can 


_ bac and 4 ra : 
pres tne per- 5 
; be. has the ROAR: of ——— his 

: "IVE reed 1 am not mis ike , about 


KS 


ve 


England has grant eee ee. 
; ; 15 e or other of France there may 
be found a person who, from regard to his ; 
genius; would treat bin with —— and 

E OW doing mischief to himself 


5 ar, had Weng n very. Pantheon anion; of 
her character or conduct. But Rousscau is 
:customed to that woman, and she knows 
better Don i; 80 ur bi un ban * 
ha che ee all his phi order 
3 er drive him m A country, ee e 
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on the parade, and that 
Pei, when in motion, "nw 8 WHER _ 
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. of this kind, being made for | 


the whole corps, ought- to give pleasure to 
the officers. The others are rather made for 
the soldiers, whom it is S NECESSATY to ani- 


mate and' relieve on their march, wan who z 


6 could remember and accom X e i 15 


would prefer gay and, well 0. 
that the 
ongs to, to all those refined pieces of music, 
which, do not zat all enliven them, and of 
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